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SECTION , 
INTRODUCTION 


After praising Allah 3% and sending salutations upon the Prophet 
%, what follows are some virtues and benefits of religious knowledge 
which have been compiled to exhilarate the believers towards secking 


religious knowledge. 
KNOWLEDGE IS THE PIVOT OF RELIGION 
Imam al-Ghazali & writes, “Knowledge is the foundation of all and is 


the leader of the religion.” ‘ In reality, there is no virtue in the world or 


the hereafter and faith is incomplete without its acquaintance. 


ie 2 = "* 
wots” Iy le Vly / nee 
“Without knowledge you cannot gain cognisance of Allah 3.” 
In light of the above statement it has been stated that there is no path 


closer co the One (Allah 3%) than the path of knowledge and that 


there is nothing more detestable to Allah 3& than ignorance. 


KNOWLEDGE IS LIFE AND IGNORANCE IS DEATH 


cle thei Ui, S38 dl Sb ala 


ail 5 HE 


es 


' Chaz, o) 
alt, Muhammad, thy Ulam al-Dm, Beirur, Dar al-Sadir, Vols p. 105 


13 


THE MERIT OF KNOWLEDGE AND SCHOLARS 


shi’ = 


“Knowledge is the closest door to Allah 3x and 
ignorance is the greatest veil between you and Allah 


" 


Knowledge brings life, rather, it is life and ignorance brings death, 


rather, it is death. 


gh '\s Sus Y 





$40 9905 88s G52 
“Do not be za tea at the gia. of the ignorant! 
For he is dead and his garment is a shroud.” ° 


If there were something more virtuous than knowledge in che sight 
of Allah 3%, Hadrat Adam x would have been granted that virtue in 
comparison to the Angels. When even the glorification of the Angels 
was not equivalent to the Knowledge of the Names of everything which 


was granted to Hadrat Adam 3@ , then what must be the greatness of 


the Knowledge of Essences and realities of things and other religious 


sciences? 


Sef wri 


“Imagine (the state of) my blossom from my garden.” 


—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_———__. 


¢ Nasafi, Abdullah, Tafsir al-Nasaft, Betruc, Dir al-Ma'rifih, 2000, p. 409 
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SECTION | 


THE VIRTUES OF SCHOLARS IN LIGHT OF 
QURANIC STATEMENTS 


Allah 3 scates — 


wr? »  £F 4 oa 5) s 
J ~ 6 : we 
Igisl 2 ; YS! AES AS! An) Age 
L RF % VE 7 9? 
bash OE obs! 
“Allah has given witness chat there is none worthy of 
worship (God) except Him — and the angels and the 


scholars also give witness, established with justice 


(with cruch).” (Qur'an: 3:18) 


Three virtues of knowledge can be proven from this — 


Firstly, Allah 3 mentions the scholars alongside Himself 3% and the 
Angels which is such a status chat bears no limic. 


Secondly, Allah 3% makes the scholars a witness of His 3 Oneness 
alongside the Angels. Furthermore, He 3% makes their testimony a 
proof of His 3& Divinity. 


° . 


thirdly, Allah 3& classifies the cestir imony of scholars as being as reliable 
as the testimony of the Angels. 
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THE STATUS OF THE TESTIMONY OF A SCHOLAR 


. 


In this verse, Allah gg states chat His 3g testimony, and that of the 


scholars, is -iMidiert — 


' 
e7 79 


Js 


A CTE ers 
SUSE OY 3 3 SS We 


Sole 


“Proclaim, Allah 3& is a Sutficient Witness between 


| 
aul 


me and you, and (so is) he who has knowledge of the 


Book.” (Qur'an: 13:43) 


THE LOFTY STATUS 


72 9 9299 Ls 4 7 4s 29e_ gs 4 Ib, 3497 
pia! |ys! Crt» 2). Cri aul 2 


leo: 


“Allah 3& will raise the believers among you, and 
those given knowledge, to high ranks; and Allah 3 


is aware of your deeds.” (Qur'an: 58:11) 


Consequently, it has been acknowleged that knowledge just like faith 


is also a cause of an increase in prominence. 
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SECTION | 
THE PERFECTION OF FAITH 
a 
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“and chose having sound knowledge say, “We 
believe in it, all of ic is from our Lord”; and none 
accept guidance except the men of understanding.” 


(Qur'an: 3:7) 


This verse denotes the perfection of faith and actions of the people of 
icin and their great servitude. 


ONLY THE KNOWLEDGEABLE FEAR 


g"/ 9 s PA 42397 (47 

S ’ wi fe * . 

besa sac OF abl gee, 0) 

“Only the people of knowledge fear Him 3%.” 
(Qur'an: 35:28) 


The reason for this limitation is clear. Until a person does not fully 
know of the Wrath and the Sovereignity of Allah 3 , the description 
of Hell and the horrors of the Day of Judgment, then he cannot gain 


the essence of fear. The details of the above are only known by the 
knowledgeable. 
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THE MEANING OF MAWLAWI 


5 CAG Gol ES CRD BY O85 


499994 agrn i 
ew 4 
“But he will surely say, “Be sincere worshippers 


of Allah 3%, because you teach the Book and you 


preach from it.” (Qur'an: 3:79) 


From this ic is apparent chat from the requirements of knowledge 
is that a person distances himself from the world and becomes only 
Allah’s 2 and only turns to Him 3&. For this reason a scholar is known 


as Mawlawi, i.e. belonging to the Mawla, meaning a man of Allah 3& 


POSSESSORS OF WISDOM 


9 ¢ 8 


G9 OH G37 498 944 43, de 
hey US Gsh 55 GN SE Oe 


o 
“7 
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“And whoever receives wisdom has received 


abundant goodness.” (Qur'an: 3:269) 


It is clear that the one who has been given an abundance of goodness, 


his status will also be towering. 


18 


SECTION ' 


THE COMPREHENDERS OF THF E QUR'AN 


6» Biss (6 Aver, 
Sy Gia Gs ru GS es dt; 
793 
Osa 
“And We illustrate these examples for mankind: and 
none except the knowledgeable understand them” 


(Qur'an: 29:43) 


Gor 1, OQ e977 72 9 EP Ds 


% Are 
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=(F ZL AL AANA 
Ble hs 3 O41 ot 
“And said those who were given the knowledge, 
“Woe to you — the reward of Allah 3% is better 


for one who accepts faith and does good deeds” 
(Qur'an: 28:80) 


Hence, it is manifest that only the scholars truly understand the rank 


and status of the hereafter as they are the only ones who understand 


the illustrative examples placed before mankind. 
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THE KNOWLEDGEABLE AND THE IGNORANT ARE NOT 


EQUAL 
AIICIS 4 Ly 4 PL IIE 9% a9 
Ove J GLGIS Cosel Co Grud Cho 


“Proclaim, “Are the knowledge: ible and the i iynorant 


equal?” (Qur'an: 39:9) 


This means that the ignorant do not reach the status of a scholar in 


any way, 
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SECTION 2 


THE VIRTUES OF SCHOLARS IN LIGHT OF THE 
PROPHETIC NARRATIONS 


THE SUPERIORITY OF A SCHOLAR OVER A WORSHIPPER 


It has been narrated on the authority of Imam al-Tirmidhi @ thar two 
people, a w orshipper and a scholar, were mentioned before the Prophet 


ss. ‘The Prophet $s said — 


3 (5 ¢ “+7 A “Ss Pa : 4¢ - ; 4 o< 

asl i) he Lass JI a AJ bas 

‘The superiority of a scholar over a worshipper is like my superiority over 
the least of you.’ ’ 


KNOWLEDGE IS A MEANS TO FORGIVENESS 


It has been narrated that when the Almighty 3& shall be stationed on 
the Throne on the Day of Judgement to judge the people, He 3% shall 
say to the scholars — 


$e 7% = 
i) 





V5 Sb 
‘Verily I did not place My Xacoideet and My Kindness in you, but I intend 
to forgive you and | do not mind.’* 


ee 
} Tirmidhi, Muhammad, Sunan al-Tirmidht, Beirwr, Dir al-Viky, 1993, Vol. 4 p. WY 


4 Jabarany, al-Mujiam al-Kabiy, Beirus, Dar thy al-Turath al-Arabl, 2001, Vol. 2 p. 84 
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THE MOST GENEROUS ONE 


Ic has been narrated on the authority of Imam al-Bayhagi & thay the 


Prophet $ said — 


Pay. eta? + cpa Be 


ani 
ver e° Pi a ¥ 2x 8 o- 
rae ib si Jr Gs 
‘Allah 3 is che most generous and from amongst the people, | am the most 


generous and after me, the most generous of them is he who seeks knowledge 
™ - 
and chen propagates it.’ 


THE BLOOD OF THE MARTYRS AND THE INK OF THE 
SCHOLARS 


Ic has been narrated on the authority of Imam al-Dhahabi & that the 


Prophet $% said — 


‘On the Day of Judgment the ink of she scholars and che blood of the 
martyrs shall be weighed. The ink of the scholars shall ourweigh the blood of 


6 
the martyrs. 


5 Bayhagt, Aba Bakr, Shuab al-ltman, Beirur,Dar Al-Korob al-Ilmiyyah, 2000. Vol. 2 p. 281 


6 Qureubl, thn ‘Abd al-Bar, Jami! Bayan alm wa Fadliht, Beirur, Dar Al-Kowh al-Itmiyyah, 2007. p48 
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SECTION ? 
THE SCHOLARS ARE INTECESSORS 


Ic has quthentically been narrated in Thya alUlam that — 


‘On the Day of Judgement Allah 3% shall command 
the worshippers and the soldiers “Enter Paradise!” 
The scholars shall say “O’ my Lord, they only 
worshipped you and sacrificed their lives after our 
informing”. It shall be said “You (the scholars) are 
like some of the Angels in My Sight. Intercede! 
Your incercession shall be accepted”. ‘Thereafter, the 


- 


scholars sha in tercede and enter Paradise,’ 7 


THE VIRTUE OF ONE WHO DIES WHILST SEEKING 
KNOWLEDGE 


It has also been stated in a prophetic narration that — 


o Ss - 4+ ic 
4 od bas Clb or: 3 S sl ole * 
tints fess Sta ayy ES BLY 
fa 
‘The one whom death approches whilsc he is seeki ng knowledge so that he 


may revive Islam with ic then berween him and the Prophets x there shall 
i 


& ce: 


be one rank in Paradise.’ 


es 


Ghazal ’ 
7 Ghazi, Muhammad, thya ‘Ulam al-Din, Beirut, Dar al-Sadir, Vol. 1 p. 26 
8 Darimt, ‘Abdull 


ah, Sunan al-Darimt, Beirut, Dar al-Kotob al-Anabt, 1986. Vol. 1p. 12 
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THE MERIT OF KNOWLEDGE AND SCHOLARS 
THE REWARD OF SEVENTY RIGHTEOUS PEOPLE 
Another prophetic narration states — 


a pt a ol 


hel 


‘The one who studies one lees of bial £0 alr others will be given 
the reward of sevency righteous people.’ ? 


SEEKERS OF KNOWLEDGE DWELL UNDER THE SHADE OF 
ANGELS 


It has been stated in Ma’alim al-Tanzil that the Prophet $ said — 


“The one who travels in search of knowledge the 
Angels give shade with their wings, the fish in the 
ocean, the skies and the earth make supplication for 


, 10 


his/her forgiveness. 





y Mundhirt, Zakt al-Din, al-Targhtb wa al-Tarhib, Beirur, Dar Al-Kowwb alImiyyah, 2012. Vol. 1 p. 53 


10 Sijistant, Aba Dawid, Sunan Abi Dawnd, Beirut, Dar thya al-Tunich al-Arabi, 2000, Vol. 3 p. 445 
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SECTION 2 


VIRTUES OF LOOKING AT A SCHOLAR 


lmam al-Ghazali @ has narrated that — 


=F AUS Ay Ss 
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- 14 “ PF a fF 
yale 22 s5be os dy Cs i 
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‘To look at a scholar once is better than the prayers and the fasts of an 
entire year.’ 


ALLAH INTENDS GOOD FOR THE PEOPLE OF KNOWLEDGE 


[c has been narrated on the authority of Imam al-Bukhari & and 
Imam al-Tirmidhi g with an authentic chain of transmission that the 


Prophet # said — 


2 - 90278 ae ay ee, 
cpl 3 gee IFS 4 dil op Oy 


“- 


‘The one with whom Allah 3% incends good He 3 grants him 
understanding of the religion.’ ” 


ieee: 
4 Ghy 2 
ile, Muhammad, Minhaj al-Abidin, Beiruc, Dar Al- Korob al-'Ilmiyyah, 2008. p. 11 


12 Bukhary | 
rl, Muhammad, Sahth al-Bukhari, Cairo, Dar al-Hadich, 2004. Vol. tp. 41 


+HE MERIT OF KNOWLEDGE AND SCHOLARS 


Ic is stated in al-Ashbah wa al-Nazair that — 


“Nobody is aware of their outcome, but a fagih 
(jurist). He knows through the informing of ‘The 
Truthful Informer (The Prophet #%), thac Allah je 


incends good with him.” ” 


THE PROTECTOR FROM PUNISHMENT 


In Durr al-Mukhear it has been narrated from Hadrat Isma’il ibn Abi 
Raja & thar — 


3% 3 o 3+ a 
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le Shdsl oO) oo5l SJ:Jb a Cb jae sla 
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“l saw Imam Muhammad 3 in my dream. | asked of his state, he replied, 
“Allah 3& has forgiven me and He (Allah 38) said, “If 1 wanted co punish 


you, chen | would nor have bestowed you with knowledge.” 





13 Ibn Nujaym, Zayn al-Dtm, al-Ashbah wa al-Naziir, Beirut, Dar Al-Kotob al-ilmiyyah, 1998. p. 337 


1g Ehaskafi, Ala al-Din, Durr al-Mukhrar, Beirur, Dar al-Ma'rifith, rpyg. Vol 1 p. 443 
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SECTION 9 


THE INHERITORS OF THE PROPHETS boi 


q Dawud @& narrates on the authority of Hadrat Aba Dards 


Prophet % said — 


jmiam Ab 


& chat the 





j PIN EISBN GUS 
peas lll JE th fad O45 ell Gis 


Agel) O15 KA Aas as 2a 


CES o42-3 7 21-7 & si n Ree, Sexe 
Yo Ides Io 2 ELEY! Off cL VI 255 


—-— me 
-~ 


2 
— Cn 2% Oe 6 - 


eek mle < - 2 6 #) iF 


‘The one who treads a path in search of knowledge, Allah 3% places him on 
one of the paths to Paradise. Verily, the Angels spreadforth heir wings for 
the contentment of the seudent and all those of the earth and all chose of 
the skies seek forgiveness on behalf of a scholar; to the extent that the fish 

" the water (do too), Verily, the greatness of a scholar over a worshipper is 

like the greatness of the moon of the 14th nighe over all che scars. Indeed, che 
scholars are the inheritors of the Prophets x and the Prophets x& do not 


“/ 
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leave Dirham and Dinar as i nheritance, rather they have left knowledge as 


inheritance. Therefore, che one who gains knowledge has undoubtedly gained 
a large share.’ ” 


TRIBUTE IN THE REALM OF ANGELS 


It has been narrated on the authority of Imam al-Muslim g& that — 


Sal Jes le ob Goth Ab Ge fy 
yd wei dab. 


- 


ePter B46 $Y Oe py Me BL yen L $s 
$ s ex 2 7 
goF* 4 # a” ¢ g 2°, 4% “ 4 3 e% 9 7 -- 
wee 3 Ae il wee CR <i | rite CARE 
BEY i oe Fhe BS ET @ Set 
obs ‘yo al oA S23 ASS 
‘The one who creads a path in search of knowledge, Allah 3% shall make 
easy for him che path to Paradise. When some people gather in one of 
the houses of Allah 38 and recite the book of Allah 3 and teach each 
other, cranquilliry descends on them, mercy encompasses them, the Angels 
surround them from all directions and Allah 3% mentions them to chose 


close to him.’ “° 


Allah makes apparent to the Angels their qualities and His 3g consent 





15 Sijiscant, Aba Dawadd, Sunan Abt Dawid, Beirue, Dir thy al-Turath al-Arabt, 2000, Vol. 4 p. 444 


16 Nishapiri, Muslim, Subth al-Muslim, Beiruc, Dar ibn Hazm, 1998. p. 1447 
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SECTION 9 


tHE VIRTUES OF ATTENDING GATHERINGS 
KNOWLEDGE 


OF 


[chas been narrated on the authority of Hadrat Aba Dhar & thar — 


3 %¢% me iG 2 9 ic 
i553 AN BS Se ail S39 1 5 oe 
i iste de hail ple Le 5; 
oat e eee ¢ qt i 4 sill sont 
ase ie bail ple 2 544t s Lay 
j 


NAN 5213 Se D385 GE Ease 
Cele | Tsai 3213 ai ja 5 SG 


‘To attend the gatherings of knowledge is more virtuous than performing 
a thousand units of prayer, visiting a thousand sick people and attending 
a thousand funerals. Someone questioned, “O' Messenger of Allah & , 
what about the recitation of the Qur'an?” (i.e. is attending a gathering of 
knowledge more virtuous chan reciti ng the Qur'an coo?) He $8 replied “Does 
the Qur'an benefit without knowledge?’ 


r 


l P = : . aa ' 
his means that the benefit of the Qur'an cannot be attained but 
through knowledge. 


cs 
17 Makki, Aba Talit, 
] Aba Talib, Qar al-Qulab, Beirur, Dar Al-Korob al-‘Ilmiyyah, 2005. Vol. tp 


257 


29 


THE MERIT OF KNOWLEDGE AND SCHOLARS 


MORE WEIGHTY THAN A THOUSAND WORSHIPPERS 


_ Muhyi al-Sunnah al-Baghawi g writes in Ma’alim al-Tanzil thar 


the Messenger of Allah # said — 


std 


Le ull : cee this de ta) tals a per 


‘One fagih (jurist) is more weighty (rough) on Satan _ a viieed 


worshippers.’ - 


The case is evident. A worshipper protects himself from Hell whereas 
a scholar guides a whole universe of people and warns them of the 


deception of Saran. 


THE DESCENSION OF MERCY ON SCHOLARS 


It has been narrated on the authority of Imam al-Tirmidhi g that — 


“ot_ 


23 oar jalg <Su3 Gi a 
ht EA = 3 pe 3 1 
Gil pO Le & 


“Verily, Allah 3% and His Angels and all che creatures of the world and all 


the creacures of the skies; co the extent chat an ant in its hole and che fish, 


n 19 
they send saluraions upon the one who teaches people good. 





18 Tirmidht, Muhammad, Sunan al-Tirmidht, Beirur, Dar al-l ikr, 1993. Vol. 4 p. jut 


19 Tirmidhi, Muhammad, Sunan al-Tirmidht, Beiruc, Dar al-Pikr, 1993. Vol. 4 p. 313 
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SECTION 2 
CLOSEST TO THE RANK OF PROPHETHOOD 


[mam al Ghazali @& narrates that the Prophet # said — 
mam 4h 


jal rial on 5s, yf JF 
rae 


The closesc people co che rank of prophethood are the scholars and soldiers.’ 


This means that the rank of the scholars and soldiers is the closest to 
the ranks of the Prophets 2@ as the scholars indicate to that which the 
Prophets 2 brought and the soldiers fight with swords for that which 
the Prophets 24@@ brought. 


THE BENEFIT OF KNOWLEDGE AFTER DEATH 


It has been narrated on the authority of Imam al-Muslim & thar — 


of «6 7 ci =e i wane ° s - 4 

BE Se Vi ae abel 657 23) St 13) 

37% fe] of - " STA 

gle ws 5I 3 CE le 5 le 4s yl 4315 
oF oF 


at. 


20 Ghazals 


M . 
uhammad, thya Ulam al-Dim, Beiruc, Dar al-Sadir. Vol 1 p. 20 
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“When someone dies his good deeds terminate, except for three things, 
1. Sadagah Jariyah which he left behind. 
2. Knowledge from which people will benefic. 
3. Pious offspring that shall pray for him.” * 


‘This means that the benefits of these three things shall continue ey 


after death. 


en 


THE FRIEND OF ALLAH 3& 


It was said to Hadrat Ibrahim #2 — 


“()’ [brahim 2, lam the All-Knowing; | befriend all the knowledgeable” * 


This means that knowledge is My attribute and the one who possesses 


knowledge, is My beloved. 





21 Nishapart, Muslim, Sabth al-Muslim, Beiruc, Dar ibn hazm, 1998. Vol. p. 886 


22 Qurpubl, ibn Abd al-Bar, Jami’ Bayan al“ilm wa Fadliht, Beiruc, Dar Al-Korob al-Ilmiyyah, 2007. p: 7° 
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SECTION 9 
THE SUPERIORITY OF A SCHOLAR 


Hadrat Mawla ‘Ali & said — 


4 a 3 ° Maas 
sled pla pivall ct bail ALI 
«4 scholar is greacer than a soldiex who fasts during the day and worships 


during the night.” * 
BETTER THAN WORSHIPPING ALL NIGHT 


Someone once asked the Mujrahid Hadrat Aba Bakr g that — 


3 31 one. To ~ ° 


Pei] Y a ne 5 ty i ses 


= 
‘ 


‘Is it better for a fagih (jurist) co recite che Qur'an or to teach jurisprudence 
(figh)? He replied, “It has been narrated from Aba Muti’ && that merely 
looking at the books of our companions (jurists) withouc the intention of 

studying them is better than worshipping the entire night.” 

_———, 


4 Ghaza! "ee 
b Muhammad, thya Ulam al-Din, Beirur, Dar al-Sadir 


24 Ibn Mazah, \ 
ih, Mahmaid, al- Muhtr al- Burhani, Beirur, Dar Al-Korob al- ‘lmiyyah, zoog. Vol. 1 pr 132 
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Hadrat Aba Darda & said — 


=~ 


3 


SS oS eH Cod ous awl oa B55 SY 


. “eer 


“To me, learning one ruling is more notable chan worshipping for the entire 
night.”~ 


THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE DEATH OF A SCHOLAR 
AND A WORSHIPPER 


Hadrat ‘Umar & said — 


< = 


Boe ss P os” - ss 2 
Opal lel pile JD) aii wle ad 
lS 5 dl Dy pall BI Oy & 
“The death of a thousand worsh ippers who would stand (in worship) during 
the night and fast during che day is not equivalent to the death of one 


scholar who would remain patient on what has been made halal and haram 


by Allah 3%.” =: 


i 


x ¢ 
~ 





25 Bughdadi, Aba Bakr Kharth, al-Bagih wa al-Mucafaggth, Cairo, Dar ibn al-Jaw=!, 2007 Vol 1p. 102 
26 Qurtubi, ibn ‘Abd al-Bar, Jami’ Bayan aliln wa Fadliht, Beiruc, Dar Al-Korob al-'Ilmiyyah, 2007 P. 4? 
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SECTION 9 


THE STATUS OF A SCHOLAR IN THE SKIES 


{mam al-Ghazali & writes that — 


“Hadrat ‘Ilsa 32 said, “A scholar who acts upon his 
knowledge is called ‘Azim (meaning a great person) 
in the kingdom of the skies .” “7 

similarly, there are countless merits and virtues of this attribute 
(knowledge) which have been narrated in Ahadith. 


Merely che fact that this atcribute is that of the One (Allah 3%) and the 


Prophet # suthices as its merit. 


nae 


7I 
7 Ton [Lanbyal Ahmad, al-Zuhd, Beirur p. 97 


THE MERIT OF KNOWLEDGE AND SCHOLARS 


OBSTACLES IN SEEKING KNOWLEDGE AND 
THEIR SOLUTIONS 


There are 8 obstacles of this attribute (knowledge): 


OBSTACLE 1: SATAN 


Satan's enmitiy against knowledge is greater than his enmity against 
anything else. Also, he places innumerous devilish insinuations in the 
heart co prevent people from secking knowledge and does not do so to 


prevent from anything else, 


‘The method of dispelling this obstacle is facile. When a Muslim thinks 
of che merits and virtues of knowledge and the reward of a student of 
knowledge then he shall definitely noc listen to Satan. What status do 
che devilish insinuations of the cursed one hold in comparison to the 


verses and prophetic narrations? 


OBSTACLE 2: THE SOUL 


‘The soul dislikes strife and hard work and is inclined towards relaxation 
and comfort. However, when one acknowledges chat this world is 
temporary, it shall perish and chat the hereafter is eternal. He knows 
that if he chooses to strive in seeking knowledge here; which is not 
free from a thousand benevolences then he will gain great scatuses in 
the hereafter, this will case the strife and hard work; co the extent that 
after a short while he shall gain such pleasure and delicacies that if he 


does not read a book for a day, he becomes agitated. 


OBSTACLE 3: THE CREATION 


.. with the creation is an obstacle in seeking knowledge 


However, ac first the seeker can allocate a short amount of time for this 


and once he gains the sweetness of knowledge, he himself shall begin to 
dislike everything but books. 
od I — a — 
06 so 4 ob oA >» of 
A) S ey 4 (wi ‘< UI! 
ws + fs 4S) p 


“Do not wish for a beccer companion than a book; for chis is a companion at 





all rimes. Has anyone seen such a companion and friend? The one who is not 


upset nor makes (you) upset.” 
OBSTACLE 4: SEEKING FAME 


; is clear that respect of this world in comparison to the respect of the 
_ holds no reality. The one who abandons knowledge, which is 
the cause of q ter, f 

nm : honour in the hereafter, for the world then in reality he 
Be hac) Wtraedl bacettienene kak . ; 
himself in vileness. As for the one who gives precedence to 
nowledge over the respect and 

a espect and greatness of the world then Allah 3& 
pints him respect of this world too. 


3/ 
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THE GOVERNORS OF THE KINGS 


Hadrat Aba Aswad & said — 


‘Nothing is greater in respect than knowledge. ‘The 
kings are the governors of all and the scholars are 


+28 


the governors of the kings. 
, = ay? 'p } ; “TT sue ere OU - 
Do you not see? Even in this era the verdicts given by the scholars are 
implemented by Muslims. 


DO YOU WANT KNOWLEDGE OR KINGSHIP? 


It has been narrated on the authority of Hadrac ibn ‘Abbas g& that — 


‘Hadrat Sulayman #@ was given a choice between 
knowledge and wealth, i.e. cake kingship and wealth 
or take knowledge. He #@ chose knowledge. ‘This 
way, he was also granted kingship and wealth. ” 





28 Ghazalt, Muhammad, [hya Ulam al-Din, Betrus, Dar al-Sadir. Vol. 1 p. 22 


ay Razt, Fakhr al-Din, al-Tafstr al-Kabir, Beiruc, Dar Al-Korob al-'Ilmiyyah, 2012. Vol 1 p. 410 
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SECTION 3 


THE PROPHETS x AND KNOWLEDGE 


o’ beloved, nothing is better than knowledge. The knowledge of 
ames gave Hadrat Adam x& the merit of prostration from the Angels. 
\ystic knowledge gave Hadrat Khadir x@ the honour of teaching 
Hadrat Masa x2. Knowledge of interpretations gave Hadrat Yasuf <@ 
kingship of Cairo. Knowledge of the language of birds gave Hadrat 
Sulayman x a woman like Bilqis. The knowledge of Hadrat ‘Isa #2 
gave Hadrat Maryam & redemption from the condemnation of people. 
One knowledgeable remark gave a weak ant such a status that Allah 
3 mentions its tale in che Qur'an. Even the kingship of the entire 
world holds no rank or value with one who knows the rank and value 


of knowledge. 


PLEASURE OF KNOWLEDGE 


Ic has been narrated that once a man went to a king. ‘The king said, 
‘You are ignorant and are not worthy of serving us”. ‘lhe man then 
went and sought knowledge and its pleasure from Imam al-Ghazali &. 
He also came to know of the tragedies of the world and the harms of 
keeping company with the kings and leaders. One day, the king called 
ae and after testing him he said, “Now, you are worthy of serving us. 
You should have whatever status you desire”. He said, ‘Raters: I was no 
use 0 you and now, you are no use to me. Before, you did not like me 
and now, I do not like you”, 
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OBSTACLE 5: GAINING WEALTH 


Ic is manifest that this temporary fortune (money) can never be equal 
z equa 


to the eternal fortune (knowledge). Money remains in this world 
however, knowledge goes with you in the grave and assists 


times ail it rakes you cto Paradise. Wealth decreases 


S as you spend 
and knowledge increases as you teach. A wealthy Person prote 


Cts his 
wealth. However, knowledge protects the knowledge: able Person, , 
for the one who gives precedence to secking knowledge over racquiting 


wealth, Allah 3 does not make him needy Drrernlene The one who 
gains understanding of the religion of Allah gg , Allah aye removes 
from him that which troubles him and provides for him sustenance 


. . . ) 
trom where he cannot imagine. * 


OBSTACLE 6: FEAR OF OUTCOME 


When someone thinks about the shortness of life and the scarcity of 


time then he worriedly says “Knowledge is a vast ocean; To cross it in 
this short amount of time is difficult”. This thought is mere ignorance. 
In no instance can one gain this fortune (knowledge) completely; to 


the extent that even the Prophet # is commanded — 


Cle S33 2) ss 


“and pray, “My Lord, bestow me more knowledge.” 


2, . 


( 


(Qur'an: 20:114) 


However, no student of knowledge is deprived. 





70 Ghazali, Muhammad. Ihya Ulam al-Din, Beirut, Dar al-Sadir. Vol. 1 p. 21 
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SECTION 3 


. - sciences bear no limic. The more yo 
-jusion, Te religious s you gain, the 


In con 
will bene fi 


‘. —" if one does not gain the intended 


yre iC 
a eand dies in its search then he shall rise amongst the scholars 
qmoun 
on the Day of Judgement. 
Is this benefit not enough? That you fear for your result. How beautifully 
s this 5 


has one said — 
Se mee F eS aa 
3645 —F WAL Pe 4 


“{ shall die in your way, even if I do nor see you. Acleast | shall gain 


freedom from such a life” 
SEVEN BENEFITS OF THE GATHERINGS OF SCHOLARS 


Hadrat Faqih Aba Layth Samargandi @& said — 


“The one who attends the gathering of a scholar he 
gains seven benefits, even if he does not strive to 
attain them — 


l. He is safeguarded from sins and immorality for as 
long as he remains in the gathering, 


2. He is counte > students 
need amongst the students. 


}. He gains che reward of seeking knowledge. 
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‘ SEC TIC 3 


. Zz Za 
4. He partakes from the mercy which des ged | fe) j : 
> descends i 
cends on gys'd ly J3/ 20 Pa 


chat gathering of knowledge, 
desticucion is restlessness and worry” 


“Poverty a nd 


5s. He is in worship for as long as he listens to | 
1 be 4) 
The greatest reason for the effectiveness of these two obstacles is chat 


che solucion for these ewo is noc in the control of the students. 


incelleccual calk. 

6. When he does not understand a very intricate 
ropic of theirs, he becomes heartbroken and js 
written amongst the heartbroken. (The dua of 4 


heartbroken person is readily accepted.) 


ee comprehends the respect of knowledge 


t 
and scholars and the vileness of ignorance and 


sintulness.” ”’ 


I say, “These are besides the reward which has been promised tor 


looking at a scholar and attending his gathering.” 


OBSTACLE 7 & 8: NOT FINDING A COMPASSIONATE 
TEACHER AND WORRYING ABOUT LIVELIHOOD 


Worrying about livelihood refers to those things which are necessity 
as any extra is indeed extra, one should not worry about those. [hese 
s are most 


two (obstacles 7 and 8) in comparison to the other obstacle 
effective because what will the student learn if che teacher does 
teach with compassion? Also, how is the student going to work hardin 
acquiring knowledge when he is not given susrenance! 





yt Samargandt, Abd al-Laych, Tanbih al-Ghafilin, Beiras, Dar al-Korob al-Arabl, 1999 PY 437 
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SERVING KNOWLEDGE AND SCHO] ARS 


ADDRESSING THE AFFLUENT PEOPLE 


OF ISLA\ 
SUPPORT KNOWLEDGE ™ 10 


Yes, if the rich and che affluent sponsor one or two teachers and f 
od : - ° Ss an XQ 
specific bursary for rhe students then students will gain redempyi 
. o 10n 
trom these two obstacles : wrtpil crctoain cede 

ae kwn bstacles and they will strive in secking knowledge with 
peace of mind. The reward which the student and teacher receive beary 
no limit. Similarly, in fact chose who run the Islamic institutes receive 
even more reward; especially those who encourage others towards this 


good act. 


SERVING KNOWLEDGE AND SCHOLARS 


It has been stated in an authentic prophetic narration that — 


‘The one who guides others cowards good is like its doer’ * 


; arions {rom 
Other than this, there are many other prophetic narraciens tre 


. ; ‘ ; ' ‘The one 

the six major books of hadith which bear chis meaning, [he 
; . ¥ . at [ e 

who wishes can have a look, We must understand the face tha his 
For mp 


reward of actions fluctuates according to time ara Bate. in 
ave theif lives | 


reason the reward of the Sahabah &, chose that gi wuch 
dase is 1 


the propogation of knowledge and supporting the er aie 
‘ . - — ale no > 
greater in rank than others. Therefore, chose ‘ndividuals 





32 Tirmidht, Muhammad, Sunan al-Tirmidht, Beirur, Dar al-Fikr, 1993. Vol. 4p. 395 
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SECTION 4 


and supporting the religion in these times, 


nowledge 
ak, chey shall gain more reward than chose 


pagat i ng kK 


which Islam is we 
sage and leaders who strived in this field. ‘This is because the kings and 
ea possessed more power and wealth and in their times knowledge 
easing day by day. In contrast Co the current era where people 
‘th the love of the world and are fully focused in its 


in pre 
rimes in 


was incr 


are infaruaced W 
ledge of the religion is gradually decreasing. Nobody 


aquisition. Know | 
s we make radical changes 


s studying, nor is anyone teaching. Unles 7 | 
then “1 the near future there will be no sign of knowledge left in 
these countries and when there will be no knowledge, there will be no 
religion, From whom shall the people enquire about the obligatory and 
necessary actions and the rulings of fasting and prayer? From whom 
shall they question regarding che devilish insinuations of Satan and his 
objections? In the end, they will become misguided. As for those who 
remain steadfast on the religion, merely by following others then they 


will be Muslims only by name. 


THE CAUSE OF THE DESTRUCTION OF THE CREATION 


Imim Muhyi al-Sunnah al-Baghawi @& narrates on the authority of 


Hadrat Said ibn Jubayr @& thac — 


v > < 
the death of scholars is che sign of the destruction 
of a nation i.e, when the scholars die the people shall 


perish,’ 3 


SE 


Od Muh, Tof 
hatmumd, fafsir al-Baghawt, Betruc, Dar AL-Kotob al-Ihniyvah, 2004. Vol. 2p. 19 
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anne 3B ot - 6 ACN i j 
Hadrac ‘Aca al-Khurasani & writes in the Cxevesis of th; 
s is ve 


7 01%\90 o de “he 4569 Pele tes abr of 
BIE! ce Gat BINGE Wis 7 
“Do they not perceive that We are reducing their 
dwellings from all directions?” (Qur'an: 13:41) 


hse — 


"Reducing their dwellings" refers to the death of the scholars ang 
jurists. This is because when the scholars shall not remain the et 
shall become deprived of intellect, like bulls and horses, ‘They shall 
become careless and free, like astray camels. Ac this particular time, 
order and the ruling system of che universe shall collapse. Murder, 
invasion, epidemics and plagues shall be widespread. 


Thereafter che four corners of the earth shall be deserted. People shal 


decrease day by day until Qiyamah takes place. 


PURPOSE OF THE CREATION OF SCHOLARS 


It is clear that the purpose of the creation of the universe was (© gain 
cognisance of Allah 3 and worship Him a. When the scholars shall 
not remain, who shall worship? When the universe will b 
these two (cognizance and worship) and shall no longer rem 


: . J ih Cc 
nding. In consequ 
, sound 


in for 
= nce, 
its purpose, it will be useless and worthy of ¢ : 
~~ a ne ae ee email 
ic is apparenc juse how difficulc it is for the religion to te cl 
= ¢ ' 
without knowledge; without it even the universe /? 
. e = r . ? Oy - : rs = 
losing this fortune is like losing the life of both worl 


furile. | 


o’ Muslims, 
and p 
hereafter. You Fe 
your grrenti 
do spend some on 
(hereafter) and shall prote 


shall regret. You will cry 





SECTION 4 


RISE FROM IGNORANCE! 

for the sake of Allah 3%, rise from the dreams of ignorance 
knowledge! For it is briskly leaving this world powards the 
oe, = occupied in worldly affairs day and night, curn 
on sais too! You spend thousands on temporary luxuries, 
erernal luxuries too, chose chat shall assist you there 
ct vou from calamities here. Later on you 
your utmost but will not be able to acquire 


chis fortune. 


THE EXCUSES OF SOME PEOPLE 
“WE ARE POOR AND INDEBTED> 


Now, if this statement is false chen there is a major wrath. Assuming 

that the people accept it to be crue, Allah 3% will still know of its 

falsehood. On the other hand, if this is the realicy, then how ungrateful 

i it to spend thousands on worldly affairs without any benefit and 

“si ae im 7 — salen a worry about the Suvcorne? 

a. es ipa en you wou have removed all rhe signs of 
gns of leadership (from yourself). 


“WE sp r u . 
END ON “OTHER GOOD ACTS” WHATEVER WE 
CAN AFFORD” 


%0 if possi 
n spend in this |} : 
shoy this blessed act too. | ; 
ld compare the two in ee f not, then one 


should adopt, 


rms of reward, whichever is greater he 
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“THIS IS NOT OBLIGATORY, THE ONE Ww 


GIVES THE OPPORTUNITY TO po IT, HE sHounn 
SO, AS FOR US, WE CANNOT EVEN po THE Op, IGAT Ss 
AGATORy 


ACTS PROPERLY” 


Is ic necessary that if someone does nor fast, then he should 
: : not 


perform prayer too? ‘These people should do the obligatory acts, as well 
as occupying themselves in the propagation of obligatory knowl de 
(knowledge of inheritance). If not a loc they should at leas: give an 
amount like that of zakah co support knowledge, as zakah is the debt 
owed to Allah 3 and is obligatory upon them. If they do not pay their 


zakah here, they shall face great calamities on the Day of Judgment 
Allah 3@ scates in che Holy Qur’an — 
0492. 09 LA & “.34- 77% C92, 3 Ge 
Jghiy Ys a Sal s Ca Os AG 2 Onl» 
“7 ' 2 #9 
79, ay Sv.. S22. 3.4 2 | 
AX © yy! why OPA S au ited Y 
«~ 


99¢ wGsse (% 92 [494 123 

pga co Ge OH HIE Gee we 
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BY BS Ge 15a* obsseb 9 ate) 


salwar ) nol 
‘and those who hoard up gold and silver and dc 


» glad 
spend it in Allah's 3 way — so pive them * i 4 
. . aa » 2 net Ww wh 
tidings of a painful punishment. [he “i! na 
. * at we Ci ‘ 
will be heated in the fire of Hell, and their f 


; » br: led with 
and their sides and their backs will be brande 
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hem: “Here is what you hoarded for yourselves; so 
rhem, — - 


% . a P 1’ oa aS es 
sw taste the joy of your hoarding!’ (Qur'an: 9:34) 
now tas \ toe 


-RMISSIBLE FOR A WEALTHY STUDENT TO TAKE 
ee ZAKAH? 
hould know chat it is permissible for a wealthy student to take 
One shou ‘ 


kah if he does not have time to carn whilst secking knowledge. 
zakah i 
[ris stated in Durr al-Mukhear — 


“From this proof it is strongly evident that which has 
been related to the occurences, that it is permissible 
for a student of knowledge that he takes zakah, even 
if he is rich, when he has treed himself up tor the 


sole purpose of studying and teaching knowlec ge. 


This is because he is unable to earn a livelihood and this is the only way 
possible. (‘The author has mentioned similarly). 


lhose who donte zakah to Islamic institutions and express a preference 
tor the donation to be given to those in greatest need are taking a 
sound precaution, 


Allah 3 knows best of the truth and to Him 3% is our return. 
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SECTION | 


PROMINENCE OF SCHOLARS 
NEED FOR SCHOLARS IN PARADISE 


has been narrated on the authority of Hadrat Jabir & thar — 
Ir has 


"Verily the people of Paradise shall be in need of 
the scholars in Paradise. This is because they will be 
blessed with che Vision of Allah 3% every Jumu'ah, 
Then He 3% shall say co them "Wish for whatever 
you want." They shall then curn to the scholars (and 
ask "What shall we wish for") they (scholars) shall 
say "Wish for such and such a thing." # 


From this we see that not only are people in need of the scholars in 
this world, for guidance in their religious matters, but they will also be 
dependent on them in Paradise. It is also evident that those individuals 
who were honoured to be scholars in this world, their knowledge shall 
not be taken from them. Rather, they shall remain scholars, even in 
Paradise, 


aie 


M Hindi, ‘Ala al-Din. x 
l-Din, Kanz al-Ummall, Jordan, Baye al-Afkar al-Dawliyyah, 2014. Vol. 1 p. 1296 


KNOW] 
-EDG IT) ¢ 
GE AND SCHOLARS 
Tr 
1E PRAYER OF A SC 
. “HOLAR AND A NON-scy, 
— OL, 
S been Narrated on the authority of , 
BK the thority of Hadrat Muhammag b 
ON ‘Ah 
"Ths, bis: > . 
| O units of Prayer of a scholar are Sreater tha 
seventy units of Prayer of a non-scholar" 5 


From this we 


understand that once 
deeds ; 


mmensely increase in reward. ’ 


scholarship has 


[he status and the 
acceptance of the worship of a scholar is 


to the ignorant. 


been attained 
Teward and the 
much greater in COMParigo, 


A SCHOLAR IN BED AND SEVENTY YEARS OF WORSHIp 


It has been narrated on the authority of Hadrat Jabir & that — 


"One moment of a scholar seated in his bed 
contemplating on his knowledge is better than 


ti . ; m n 36 
seventy years of worship of a worshipper." ’ 


In this narration voluntary worship has been referred to. Knowledg 


a 
> it is acquired in is greater than worship. 
despite which state it is acquired in is gre p 


. , h 2014. Vol. ip. 125) / 
, L-Afka al-Dawliy) ain, 
‘anz al-Ummal, Jordan, Bayt a y ) 
$ yi hi al-Din, Kanz al ’ 
45 Hind, ‘A . 


; , N 7 -~* ‘ 4 * | D. wv y . 
ile 4 | di i, + VC al Z fk . 
I, al ' , 
( Hf ff, \ . 





( Hadrat Aba Darda & that — 
Oo * * 


«de: fa 
i has beer" ier chan the death 0 


| , ) | : u h the death .@ 
C c . 


. greater los 


: ; 2?” ‘The answer to 
an the above narration be cruc! . a 
‘how Cc 5 Sa : yOSSESse 
, scholar. 9° ‘ s a comparison between the skill factor f 
» this 18 a 
would be, 


‘re tribe. The magnitude 
a d chat possessed by an entire tribe. The mag 


one scholar an cr -ven borne by an 
: rt knowledge which a scholar bears is not eve ) 
of religious 


entire cribe. 


PRAYER BEHIND A SCHOLAR 


it has been narrated on the authority of Hadrat Abt’ Hurayrah gy 
that — 


"Ihe one who performs prayer behind a scholar from 
the scholars it is as though he performed prayer 
behind a Prophet from the Prophets." 27 


See 


W Abt Fake al-Den al-efe. 1 ae 
TN Pathe al-Din, al-Tafstr al-Kabir Beirut, Dar Al-Kocob al-‘Ilmiyyah, 2012, Vol. 4 p. 166 


HE MERIT OF KNOWLEDGE AND SCHOLARS 
4 N 


From the above narration it is manifest that one of ee 
for the loftiness of the Prophets 2 is their knowle nee, = 
xg are the most knowledgeable of the creation ap Ties Phe 
er Messenger of Allah & is the greatest amongst them, the 

possess a share of this knowledge and for this reason she 


likened with that of Prophets 22. 


lar, 
Ir Virtue i 


THE SUCCESSORS OF THE PROPHETS 


It has been narrated on the authority of Hadrat Hasan fh that 
Prophet $ said — 


"May the Mercy of Allah 3g be upon my successors. 
It was said "O’ Messenger of Allah 3% who are your 
successors?” He #& said "Those that love my Sunnah 
and teach it co the servants of Allah 3g." * 


Again we see that the scholars are being ren in the prophetic 
narrations. Here they have been honoured with Successonlip of th 
Prophet #%. The Prophet # has also supplicated for chem. Therefore, 
we sce that all the great scholars of the past, present and future and all 
their work has been aided by the Dua of the Prophet Bs. 





, Almiyry: Vol. 1p. 166 
38 Raz, Fakhr al-Din, al-Tafsty al-Kablr, Beiruc, Dar Al-Korob al- Imiyyah, 21. 
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[INTERCESSION ON THE DAY OF JUDGEMENT 


n narrated on the authoricy of Hadrat 'Uchman & that — 


Ic has bee 
"The first to intercede on the Day of Judgement 
shall be che Prophets 2, then the scholars then the 
martyrs.” ” 

The reason why scholars shall intercede before the martyrs is that the 

¢ i 

holars are the deputies of the Prophets x@ and the martyrs are like 
sc - 3 | 
heir soldiers. It is also manifest that the struggle and hardships which 
the _—" 

a scholar faces in secking knowledge and spreading it are far greater 

and more heroic than that of a soldier who fights in che battle field and 


sacrifices his life. 


THE KEY TO PARADISE 


The Messenger of Allah 5 said — 


"The scholars are the key to Paradise and the 
successors of the Prophets 2." *° 


Someone objected "A human cannot be a key." This means that the 
scholars have knowledge which is the key to Paradise. The proof of this 
is that if someone sees the keys of Paradise in his hands in a dream then 


the interpretation of this is that he shall be bestowed with knowledge, 


ee 


9 Hindi, ‘Ala al-Din, Kanz al-"t mmal, Jordan, Baye al-Afkar al-Dawliyyah, 2014. Vol. 1 p, 1296 


40 Rast, Rrihr al-Din, al-Tafstr 


al-Kabir, Beirur, Dar Al-Kotob al-IImiyyah, 2012, Vol 1p. 175 


THE MERIT OF KNOWLEDGE AND SCHOLARS 


THE SLEEP OF A SCHOLAR 
the Messenger of Allah 4% said thar — 


"The sleep of a scholar is worship, his conver 
SAtion j 
5 


elorification, his breathing is charity and 
7 Overy dy 
op 


from his eye extinguishes one ocean from h \ 
eq" 4 


When we sleep our deeds temporarily termina H 
me. Toweve 
scholar sleeps his deeds continue and he is rewarded te When , 
Na schol 
OTibicatiog 
his World 10 
ee very breath Wishes to sen 
the religion upon every breath. When we shed tears it is eich 
‘ either 
worldly loss or out of ostentation. However, when a schol bi 
; ; io. : * SCHOLL Crigs 
of the fear of Allah 3 and tor the sake of the Ummah each d ri 
TOplet 


is shed with so much sincerity that it is capable of extinguishin 
: ; shing on 


we talk about nonsense and useless matters. However h 

talks his/her speech holds such a rank that it is clansed . ' 
When we breathe, we want co live longer and lon es - g 
attain its luxuries. However, when a scholar breathes he ; 


ocean of Hell. 





gr Raz, Kakhr al-Dm, al-Tafstr al-Kabir, Beirut, Dar Al-Kotob al-'Ilmiyyah, 2012. Vols p74 


42 Mut, Ahmad Hashiyah al-Sowt, Beirur, Dar Al-Kotob al- 


SECTION 1} 


ERE WILL BE NO FRIENDS OF ALLAH gy 
TH 


| Hanifa and [mam Shaf'i & said — 


holars shall not be the friends of Allah 


nyvhen the s¢ 
mre ill be no friends of Allah ge." * 


gg chen there W 


this Is regarding chose 
ewe receive from chi 
4 scholar. Withouc scholarship one can worship for his 


_ fife but he will not gain the friendship of Allah 38. We also learn 


be a friend of Allah 3 implementation is also necessary. 


scholars thac act upon their knowledge. The 
5 is chat it is necessary for a friend of Allah 


ee 


Imiyyah , 2014 
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SC § 


THE EXCELLENCE OF KNOWLED 


GE 
THE KEY TO KNOWLEDGE 
It has been narr 
as ated on the authority of 
y of Hadrat 'Aly 
J “whee ! Be thar 
"he . ie 
Knowledge is a treasure and the key 
questioning. Theretore * ae 


have mercy on you." # +e 


Just like every treasure has a key and can only be opened hy: 
‘Ali @& informs us of the key of 2% Opened by it, Had 
s of the key of the treasure of knowledge Hes . 
» FIC Says jy 


—s NOC attain. Heng 
in order to acquire knowledge it is incumbent upon one ' 


key is questioning. If you do not question you shall 
CO question, 
N.B. Questioning here only refers to those questions which hel 
relevance co the questioner. [fotherwise, then we have been commande! 


to refrain from such questioning. 


THE PATH TO PARADISE 


It has been narrated on the authority of Hadrat ibn 'Umar & that - 


. . r P » ‘ . 
"For everything there is a path. [he path to | aradise 


is knowledge." 4 


ss 
any Dots. Vol. ip. 1293 
43 Hindi, "Ala al-Din, Kanz akUmmal, Jordan, Bayt al-Afkar al-Dawliyyah, 2044 P 


‘ iy ‘] x 
‘Ummal, Jordan, Bayt al-Afkar al-Dawliyyah, 204 Vol. 1p 1297 


44 Hindi, ‘Ala al-Dim, Kanz al- 
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SECTION 2 


ou must be on the correct path, 


eee 

oa ds you to your desired destination. It is 
inorder * _, reality leads ) - sercehat cifiers 
" |] paths are €asy. Some are harder than 0 
‘ aa : . = . “ .2 
ne ‘ ath co tread. You will face many diversions 
ifficult ps “Vase! © 
: ay. Buc the joy and satisfaction you will 
way. 
i n will force you to overlook 


* r4 f 
destination ) 
. . ’ C your 
rive a 


gnicude of joy experienced at the 


NOWLEDGE OVER WEALTH IN SEVEN 


WAYS 


"Knowledge is greater than wealth in seven ways. 


1, Knowledge is the inheritance of the Prophets 2; 
wealth is the inheritance of the people of Fir'awn. 


2, Knowledge does not decrease by spending 


(teaching); wealth decreases. 


3 Wealth requires a protector; knowledge protects 
its bearer. 


4. When a man dies his wealth remains; knowledge 
enters the grave with its bearer, 
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5. Wealth is atrai 
en Is attained by believers q 
‘nowledge is nor in irae 
attaine iii, 
¢ d but by believers 
6. Everyone is in need of the People of 
, ¢ 
lous Matters; they 
Wealthy people. . 


in their relig 
4. 


7: Knowledge strengthe 


brid 


ns the one walk; 
a Ine 

ge; wealth prevents one. #5 ath 

It is clear that the inhericance of the P 

of the people of Fir'aw 

trom. 


rophets 3 js gre 


Se is ater ch. 
n. It is for us to decide w than 


; that 
Wish to inheri 


hom we 


When you use knowledge, (i.c. teach, propagate 
increases. As opposed co wealth, ic decrease 
argued chat when one invests i 


or implement) jt onh 


S aS you spend. It can by 
: n a business at first Wealth decrease 
however, it then increases. So in this sense, wealth is greater rm 
knowledge. ‘Ihe answer to this would be that the increase after the 
decrease in wealth is not certain. In many cases it decreases and och 
leads to further decrease. As for knowledge when used there is n 


decrease and for this reason knowledge is greater. 


——— SS 


, ‘ . ¥, y ol, 4 Os 
45 Razi, Fakhr al-Din, al-Tafsir al-Kabir, Beirur, Dar Al-Korob al-limiyyah, 2012. Vol ap. 
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c comes INO one's possession, I 
/ asse ) — 
5 purchased ‘cems such as 

coverty. Similar 
‘red co procect chat property. 91M 
Wealth needs to be storec 


es. If it is noe 


s are requ 
ires a procector. 
and various other plac 


- *KC Ss Ti) 
ks, locker ¢. However the CASeC 


high chance of los 
Knowledge does not require a 
ssor of knowledge, it 


Il allow him to 


like; ban 
hen there is 4 7 
+h contrary tO this. | 
comeone becomes a posse 
the person. Knowledge w 


dge chat procects will protect him from 


«he and wrong. Hence, 
, “nr tht ane ae 
gisinguish betwee _ have wealth and no knowledge then in most 
jose W 


for ch ‘Pa. 2" aving zakah 
; if hem to the greatest of sins such as; not paying 
is leads the 


‘ =~2ce* ? “ » j T 
4), raking interest and unlawful/unnecessary spending 
“¢ ’ 
(due 60 pre 


ay sneacion. 
hich chen leads ro arrogance and ostentatio 
whi 


ets shall abandon you when the appointed time arrives. 


orldly ass ‘ 
pcm J] be the one to accompany you to the 


‘ ‘eave W 
In such a time, knowledge ) a ee 
I, will be a means of support, guidance and hight. Wee 
ve. : : 
ial benefit a person only in a select few circumstances after death. 
% > ° ° E 
However, knowledge will be a cause of constant increase In reward. 


asthe propagated knowledge spreads, the deceased will be rewarded. 


Hoarding and having large amounts of wealth shall not distinguish one 
from the disbelievers. This is something possessed by both parties. On 
the contrary, knowledge is that resource which is only possessed by 
the believers, One may object “The disbelievers possess knowledge too. 
They have made numerous scientific discoveries and enhancements, 
which all require knowledge.” 


TI | 
1E MERIT OF KNOWLEDG 


E AND SCHOLAR ¢ 


The ang 
Nswer w 

| wer would be know 
‘Not only pros ; 

an only PTOsperous in chis worl 
religious knowledge. 
Every faculty of [if 

ie faculty of life requires knowledge As f 
is such « fx : 
_ a faculty which relies and is depende 
C does not depe for ig 
‘erly pend on wealth. Although, Wealth, if . Foie 
then it is capable of 


Means of gain 
religious matters. 


Knowledge acts like a substructure tor its bearer o h 
. >t . rR 7 > n c i 
like it supports its bearer in the grave. On the other h d 
. an 
to the many sins accumulated through it (ie spendin # | 


will prevent one and act as an obsracle o 
Z Si Sti n the bridge for j 
€S Possesso, 
THE DEAD HEART 
Imam Fakhr al-Din al-Razi & writes — 


"The heart is dead and its revival is with knowledge” 
46 


Just as a body without a soul is dead. Similarly, a heart withoy 
knowledge is dead. The only way to revive the heart is by filling it wi 


the light of knowledge. 





. ’ ‘ » ¥ Pal 
46 Razi, Pakhr al-Din, al-lafstr al-Kabir, Beirur, Dar Al-Korob al-Ilmiyyah, 2012. ol. 4 p. 17 
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r . TUES 
1 AND ITS VIS 
LEDGE A 


“pfKING 
SEEK ser ROUS PEOPLE 
two DESIROUS 
that the 
- cahority of Hadar Anas 
rrated on the a : 
ir has been me 
= a 
a1 . 
, sople % 
vTwo desirous ees coven He satiated from it 
ba “ive Ci 3 ; 
desirous o! noe id cannot be satiated 
: Jesirous of the worl’ 
ope 
an one 
with it.” % 
. » been mentioned. One 
-ation ewo types of people have been m € ch 1d 
» above narls . eee the world. 
in the abov of knowledge and one who is desirous 0 . 
i s . > * >» 2 
who is desirous OF *"™ h regards to both chat these people cannot be 
prophet fe said wit c. They will always 
one ot suffice with what they have. They ys 


sd, They cann aC ere The 
. The former is praiseworthy. the laceer is blameworthy. ‘The 
e = ~ - 


laccer will decrease you and destroy you. 


sariat 
former will Ta 


shavkh ‘Abdul al-Haq al-Muhadich al-Dehlawi g writes — 


ise you and the 


"The more knowledge you gain the more thirsty you 


become (for it)." 


The above statement again emphasizes the face chat those thirsty and 
desirous of knowledge can never be satiated. More knowledge will only 
lead to.a desire for more. 


nr 


Hoag ' - “ane lett ; 
7 Hind, ‘AY al-Din, Kanz vtl-'Ummal, Jordan, Baye al-Afkar al-1 dawliyyah, 2014. Vol.1 p. 102 
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KNOW LEDGE IS FAITH 


Imam ibn Sirin B said — 
" . . 
Verily this knowledge is faith. So 4 

| ‘ « . WW eG . 
whom you take your faith" 4 “Mate from 
Do not seek knowledge of the Qur’ 
worldly people as this wil] create 


an and Hadith trom Mispuides 
CU and 
within your hearts. Do nor liste 


Mis y . . 
is uidance and love for the ord 
i 


N to the speeches of 
at ° ‘ CS ot the ’ 
aS t 4 e - . e U ° 
heir Misguidance will verily have an effect. For thi pli 
4 


haram to listen to the speeches of misguided People, M 
_ : ee “Opie. Many Struge 
to understand the importance of this concept. ‘They belie 
7 ) . CV¢c We ae 


¢ learn from and listen ty 
: an ignorant would have yh 
perspectives, As a parent, when looking for a school for our children 
we look for the best. Why do we do that? We do that because althoug 


all Muslims so it does not matter who w 


‘This statement possesses no basis. Only 


the same content is taught universally, each school is different. Fas 
school will have a contrastive effect on our children. Some good and 
some bad. For this reason we look for the best. When we can do thisfe 
worldly knowledge then why can we not do so for religious knowledg’ 
This indicates towards a lack of interest and concern. If we wisho 
rise once again, we must focus on the foundation. ‘The hana 
is knowledge. Also, in current times we see that many of our fellos 


s from scholars and have made soci 


« 
Muslims have distanced themselve o 
6 2 . *"s W 
media their primary source of knowledge. In many case 


Be Ve blindly follow. 
even know who it is that is informing us. We Bee 





«sh alelimiyah , 2012 Vol ip. 7 
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against. | 


<i warned . . 
— ge from social media or we 


what we hav 


ae ng knowled 
this 8 exac sicher we stop caking — —— 
err of knowledge with ap 
1 wee 
hw ery piece - 
wa 7H OF A STUDENT OF KNOWLED 
A 
THE DE 
2 authority of Hadrat Aba Dhar & and 
has been narrated on the a 
s ia: 
ie Abii Hurayrah a chat 


o a student of knowledge and 


When death comes : re 
Whe ing knowledge) then he dies 


he is in that state (study 
"49 


as a martyT. 


yhis announces the lofty status of the students of knowledge. Studying 
is ae 

knowledge is a struggle. ‘The struggle which scudents/scholars face is 
much greater than that which soldiers face. Hence, they are rewarded 


accordingly. 


REGRET ON THE DAY OF JUDGEMENT 


ithas been narrated on the authority of Hadrat Anas & — 


"The one in the greatest regret on the Day of 
Judgement is a man who had the opportunity to 
study knowledge in the world but he did not." °° 


ee 


8 Hinds » ¢ 
Aly al-Din, Kunz al-'Ummal, lordan, Baye al-. 


= ; Afkar al-Dawliyyah, 2014. Vol. ip. 1294 
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THE MERIT OF KNOWLEDGE AND SCHOLAR. 


What more does a PeTson require 


t the basics (Fard ' 
this one is unable to unde 
accountant we wil] 


to be IWake 
Ayn) eve 
rtake his duties. 
study maths. If We w 
f we wish to become 
t worldly desire 


to become a pro 


, P n? Ne ; 
tor everyone. Ye holarsh 


rvone Mus se 


will study science. | 
It we can do this fo 


S, why 
knowledge in order 


fan We nor 


Study rel. 
per Muslim? Nor sh relig 


Oy, 
“tone by Name 


NCE 


RESPONSIBILITY OF SUSTENA 
It has been narrated on the authority of Hadrat Zayd ibn Harith, ri 


Allah IB has taken 
S Je responsibility.” 5 


"The one who secks knowledge 
his sustenance in Hi 


Then why do we constantly worry about income? Alla 


our sustenance His 3% responsibility, 
concern regarding it. We 


h 23 has Made 
sO we need not to hay 


€ an 
need to study, imple 


ment and Propagaie 
sustenance will come. As for those individuals who do Not have belief 
in this Divine Law then they should know that sustenance does not 


come from anyone but Allah 3%. If He Je wishes He 2% will provic 
if nor He 3 will nor. despite the number of degrees one POssesses. [y 
We not sce many out there with degrees but no job? These are all signs 
telling us that ultimately Allah provides att ae 
argue “Not only do we see graduates without wa. we — - . 
and students of religious cmrowletlge without aa 0 
then can the above statement possibly be true’ 
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hat a ; i tc ms 
rm he I tc / ¥ us S Cc 


Those that pass both 


his is 4 
“nant hilst seeking — 
oth | ‘th means of inc 


-warded immensly. 
-. sank and will be rewarded 
che oe a very lofty ran 


. HE DEAD 
MONGST T 
VING A 

THE LI 


san ibn Abi Sinan 
don the authority of Hadrat Has 
tc 
been narra 
Ir has 


é CC le is 


t $2 
pad.” ° 
ike a living being amongst the de 


ledge it is as though one is not even alive. ns iia 
eer : a h knowledge. So, for all those who wish to revive 
before, revival is wit aiihs darkness’s of ignorance it is incumbent 
hemselves and step out ae A Te al 
upon them to ee Thereafter, Allah se takes you to your 
All chat is required is a try. 


destination. 


es 


‘ é 
Pind, Ald al-Din, Kanz al-'Ummal, Jordan, Baye al-Afkar al-Dawliyyah, 2014. Vol. 1 p. 1285 
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THE MERIT OF KNOWLEDGE AND SCHOL 
ice: ARS 


It has been narrated on the authority 


of Hadrat Aba Dhar 
"Studying ; i “~ 
tuclying a portion of knowle 
than performing a thousand un 
accepted prayer," % 


dye is bette 


: : ou 
its of supe 


r tor y 


It is commonly held between the public th 


; aC prayer js ne 
and most effective : “a 


r this reason 
| Crerogatory acts of prayer on the blessed nigh 

the Night of Mi’raj, the Night of Salvation and the Nj Ph 'S such as 
only they would ponder upon this narration. Spen tig Powe, If 
amount of time in secking knowledge is far more eat tt 
spending that time in Supercrogatory prayer, One must oo than 
that a thousand units of accepted prayers have been referred n “a 
above narration. One may ask why is this of import 7 


of the fasteg 


forms of Worship. Fo 
a lor of People 


perform supere 


ance? The answer 
perform their prayers 
those that do perform their prayers seldom do they perform hee 
correctly. It is manifest that if prayer is not performed correctly then 
it is nothing more than a few minutes of exercise. We should all take 


a Moment to contemplate on our prayers. Are we giving our prayers 


would be we see nowadyas seldom do people 


their due right? If not, we need to awaken, and seek knowledge in order 
to undertake our duties properly before it is coo late, For this reason 
one portion of knowledge being more virtuous than a thousand units 


of accepted prayer is a vical factor. 





53 HMindt, ‘Ala al-Dm, Kanz al-Ummil, Jordan, Baye al-Afkar al-Dawliyyah, 2014. Vol. 1 p. 1289 
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eREEDOM FROM HEL 


he authority of Hadrat Anas ®& that the 
n che 


» wishes to sce those freed by Allah od 
n he should look at the students of 
the one in whose control is my life, 
ent of knowledge who frequents his 
ofa scholar but, Allah 3& writes for 
ear for each step and builds 


"The one wh 
from Hell che 
knowledge. By 
there is NO stud 
visit co che door 

“1 the worship of a y 
a a city msneele for each step. He iseutene) 
walks on the earth whilst che earth seeks Eee 
for him. He spends his evening and day whilst he is 
being forgiven. The Angels testify for chem (studen ts 
of knowledge) that they have been freed from Hell 


by Allah ay." 


Allihu Akbar! Can a student of knowledge ask for any more? By Allah 
%, if this is the status of a student, someone who is not yet a qualified 
icholar, then how lofty must the status of a qualified scholar be? Such 
reward is just for the journeying done by the student, what must be 
the reward of the actual study? Even the earth is honoured to have a 
student walk upon it. For this reason it seeks forgiveness on his behalf. 


Ne 


W Rae f wae 
*S Fakhr al-Din, al-Tafstr al-Kabty, Beirur, Dar AL-Korob al"Timivyah, 2012. Vol. 1 p. 165 
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THE MERIT OF KNOWLEDGE AND SCHOLARS 


THE BODY OF A STUDENT Is 


FORBIDDEN FOR _ 
IE; 
Ihe Messenger of Allah & said — ‘Ri 


"Whosoeve r’s 


feet become dusty jy Search 
- - Cc 


knowledge Allah # makes his body for 
the fire and His 2% Angels se : 
If he dies in its search he die 


of 
idden fy, 
Ss for h 
Sa martyr and hi 
isa garden from the gardens of Paradise His 
expanded the extent of his sight and js ¢ 
upon his neighbours, forty graves to his right, fo 
ner re : forty 
graves to his left , forty graves behind him and for, 
“er diye: rey 
graves in front of him." 55 


ek for rive . P 

S'vene im. 
S Brave 
Brave js 


nlightened 


Reference to one's feet becoming dusty is an EXPression. It ref 
-¢° , ° OY he = * , re Crs 
strife. Knowledge requires strife. A famous couplet : 


reads “455 et 
"Whosoever strives shal] gain”. One should nor think thar fhe 
> ° C is 

unable to complete his studie 


s then his efforts are 
should know chat if that is the case then he shall die 
does Allah 3% raise the ranks of a scholar/stude 
distinguishes them from others, bue He 
The grave of a student will be 


futile. Rather he 
4 martyr. Not on) 
nt in the world and 


2% also does so in the grave. 
enlightened so that his neighbours are 
aware that this grave does not belong to an ordinary pe 


rson, but in face 
this grave is of a student of knowledge, 


(cenit ies 
55 Kazi, Kakhr al-Din, al-Tafstr al-Kabtr, Beiruc, Dar Al-Kowb al-Ilmiyyah, 2012, Volt p. 174 
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N TS 
K 


— Tites — 
pin al-Raa! a 


r secks knowledge for six benefits. 
“A believer * 


d me to fulfil obligatory acts 
able to fulfil chem without 


: ordere 
_ Allah a has 


in not 
of worship’ Loe 


knowledge. 


Allah 3 has commanded me to refrain from sin; | 
2. 


le . ed cs 


Allah a has made gratitude upon his favours 
é sary: | cannot show gratefulness without 
nece ’ 


knowledge . 


4, Allah 3@ has decreed justice with the creation 
upon me; | cannot be just without knowledge. 


5. Allah 2% has ordained that | be patient upon 
the affliction of a calamity; | am incapable of being 
patient without knowledge. 


6. Allah 3 has instructed me to have enmity with 


Satan; | cannot have enmity with him without 
knowledge.” 56 


ees 
i Rast, fakhr al-Din, al-Tafstr al-Kabir, Beirur, Dar Al-Kotob al'Itmiyyah, 2012. Vol. 1 p. 169-170 
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THE MERIT OF KNOWLEDGE AND 


Firstly, it should be understood tha When y 

Prayer then it becomes Obligatory ent Mis “APable of 
of observing the fasts of R 

you. When you are cap 


able of donat; 
needy then it be 


comes obligatory 
pertorming Pilgrimage then it be 
the above have become oblig 
each is also obligatory, 
specific conditions Which must be Met j 
it. If one is Hnaware and heedless of 
acts unknowingly that are a me 

as been ruled iny 


> lator, 
Ng a share of cP 
UPON you, Whe 
CoMes obligatory UPon yo 
eet J you. 
atory, knowledge of hoy Now 
Each form of worsh} 


comm 
Ans of invalidation mt su 
alid ir becomes nee 
understand how Vital it is for us 
method of worship, 


ledge an 


Next, it is recognized and established, even amongst the laypeop| 
, ? PCO ¢, 
thar we have been ordered to retrain from sin ; 


thar classification of good and bad is not in our hands Rather ¢ 
: IS 


, if one is oblivious of the Divine 


going to distinguish between right 
rateness incapacitates one from doing 
k knowledge of right and 
can implement the good and abstain from the bad 


Commandments then how is he 


and wrong? Ignorance and illite 
so. ( 


‘ 


-onscquently, it is mandatory for us to see 
wrong so that we 
Thereafter, we must note that expressing gratitude upon the bountis 
of Allah si is elementary upon us. We cannot do so without prior 
knowledge of the method of gratification and knowledge of thos 
attairs which are contradictory to it. We can understand this concept 


ou i | : selves, We havea 
using a practice which is very common amongst ourselves 


7/4 





SECTION 3 


* - r 
aver. He has been longing fo 
en, Lael » supplication 
«5 4 sincere supp 
e day he makes a sinc 3 P on 
: ' scien blessed with a child. Out of jo 
- <evCT at _ 6 e is bless ) = 
a or AD ~ ‘to charity assuming that thi 
" -eived. However, 
which he has received. 
tT ‘ 
; were to know that true gratitude 
r 


‘His Lord. Such 
ssi beying the commandments of His Lo 
oO cy . a aay Ory CO 
yore As long his actions are contradicton 
actus. 


ssence of gratitude. ‘Thereupon, 


perform five 


for the blessin 


expt 
jg not ¢ 

this #89 saci 
in peing obedient 

y 

ation holds no st } 

he will not gain the crue 


sratifica 

*§ >to Allah 
ledge is required even to express gratitude 

nowlcdy 


isgraticude, 
we realise chat k 
& 
‘rude itis alsoes 
; sratitude itisa wie : ined for us 
mesg 3@ is the Most Just and He 3% has — 
» people. we -eption of justice. 
4 a justice also. Everyone has their own perception of j 
xercl — . oe - injustice. 
* uld say the forbiddance of alcohol is cruelty and injust 
Some wo . 


. ty . mae . * = = ~@ - ice. 
On the other hand some would say its torbiddance is a form of justi 
In the ; 


i sto exercise justice amongst 
sential upon us Co exercise | g 


Now, an ignorant person would be left in a sisi aS nr a 
with knowledge he would immediately say that its selma — 
just and upright as stated in the Holy Qur'an. Just to spe ee 
why it is upright, we sce that when someone is intoxicated not aap \ 
does he place his life in danger, but he also places the life Shores in 
danger too e.g drink driving, It is a basic and foundational principle in 
Islam that "If a large quantity of something is impermissible chen even 
small quantity is impermissible", Now it is for you to decide co 
its forbiddance js cruelty or its permissibiliry would be cruelty. a 
“onsequence, it is manifest that even to exercise justice correctly one is 
in need of knowledge. 
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We all know how hard it is to re 
a calamity. In that stare 


making statements w 


main patie 
People lose control 
hich are contr 
themselves out of the folds of Is] 
incidents do take place we 


must, even for situations like 


Mt upon the 


and some 
adictory to belief 
am. Taking in . 
should understand 


this. If one POssess knowled , 
is aware of the reward that sy 
gain for persevering then surely Press and ref 

5 Ss et 


deal with such situations and 


to 
. ch People 
an them 


this will re 
Finally, this is to do with our nemesis, § 


Divine decree. Just as knowledge 


that one may do so correctly, 


atan. Enmiry W 


| ith him § 
is required in expre 


Ssing Br atitude ¢, 
for expressing ¢ 
ct then he MAY eVen resop 
enmity. We all know that this 
not the way of expression, Hence, we need 
knowledge by which we can understand how LO express enmity, The 
knowledgeable will be aware that the greatest w 


with Saran is to do good deeds. Do every 


it is also mandatory 
with Satan. If one is to go by his own intelle 


to swearing at Satan, in order to express 
is not the case and that this is 


Amity 


ay CO express enmity 
thing which he attempts (0 
prevent you from and refrain from everything he incites you toward 
This is the way of expression. “Prevent people from seeking knowledge’ 
is at the cop of his to-do list. For this reason he rejoices immense 


upon the news of prevention trom it. 


76 





SECTION 4 


KNOWLEDGE AND HIs 


: STUDENT OINTENTIONS 
COMPETITION WITH SCHOLARS 
been narrared on the authority of Hadrat K'ab ibn Malik & chat 
: wats % said — 


ho seeks knowledge to compete with 
argue with the ignorant or that he 
ces towards himself Allah 3% shall 


"The one W 
scholars or to 
turns people's ta 
enter him in Hell." 


/ 


Now, despite all the excellences stated of seeking oe — 
all things, if knowledge is sought with an indecent an ame , 7 
intention then even this will lead you to the Hell fire. As mentionec 
above, those that seck knowledge co compete and show off to wes 
scholars then all the hardships and trials one goes through will be 
lutile and of no use. The only outcome with such an intention is Hell 
ire. Similar is the case of the one who seeks knowledge to argue and 
quarrel with the ignorant. Quarrelling with the ignorant is not only 
‘misapplication and a fruitless use of time rather in majority of 
the cases it leads to the ignorant person making inappropriate and 
Unjustihable comments. ‘he final intention stated is to seck knowledge 
“stentatiously, Lt is apparent that ostentation is not a commendable 
intention to have. ‘There are many more unacceptable intentions which 
one can make to seek knowledge. The result of all of them will be Hell. 


nr a 


7 Tabrist, Wish al-Din, Mishka al-Masabth, Beirue, Dar Al-Kotob al'Ilmiyyah , 2012. Vol. 1p. 63 
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REVIVE ISLAM 


Ic has been narrated on the 4 


the Prophet #% said — 


uthoricy of Hadrat Hasan al-p 
: “Pasty 


& that 


"The one whom death 

seeking knowledge so tha 
it chen between him and the Prophets 
be one level in Paradise." 


2& there wil] 
In the above narration the P 


ropher #% Mentions the 
intention which every student of the sacred knowle 


key and Pivotal 
That is to revive Islam. The rank of this 


dge should have. 


tention is such that if one 
dies with this intention then between him and the Prophets 2 there 
will only be one rank. Closeness to the Prophets 


A&E Means closeness to 
ess with che Messenger of Allah 
. From this we understand that 
as Not yet attempted to revive Islam, but 
mensely, which shows us that actions are 


the Messenger of Allah % and closen 
$% indicates closeness with Allah sx: 
this student of knowledge h 
still he will be rewarded im 


indeed based on intentions. 


Ss 


‘ ' tara Dal Ba ol. > 67 
58 Tubrizi, Walt al-Din, Mishkir al-Masabth, Beiruc, Dar Al-Korob al-'Ilmiyyah , 2012. Vol. 1 p. 67 
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SECTION 4 


GUIDANCE 
yp FALSEHOOD AND MIS 
N 
TATIO: 
peru 


_— . 
eau i stid that the 
he authority of Hadrat ibn Mas'tid g& h 
nche ? 


arrated 0 
- said _ 
. 1 portion of knowledge so that 
e who seeks a p a 
—_— d for che cruth or misguidance 
- refute falsehood to 1 
_ hen this is like forty years of worship 
ty j fe & ni *: / 
ruidance the 
fot S ° ae SF 
of a worshipper. 
i “en stated which is 
ther very praiseworthy intention has been stated - 
in, ano 7 Ee ciei . a 
. falschood and misguidance. ‘The refutation of these - ; 
eo, ; itv ‘ od an 
for a healthy growth of the Muslim community. Once ae ? 
1 1 . > ve an 
misguidance has been deterred then this will open the doors to r : 
"ew . r the 
peace amongst the Muslims. Only then can we work together oO : 
: ire ‘ e suppose 
better. We need to eradicate falsehood and unite. How are w — 
j 1 ~ ; i = "en ] CT 
to accelerate with there being separation not only ~a Se 
Bei, Le ee ee ‘ *hood an 
families of a community, but even within families? Once false 
isgui 1 j i ive art ro a 
misguidance have been eradicated then this will give us a - : 
inning. This wi ival : foundations. For this 
new beginning. This will be like revival from the foundations 
reason this intention holds so much weight. 


> eee 


Py , . rgd 
Mind, ‘Aly al-Din, Kanz alUmmal, Jordan, Baye ul-Afkar al-Dawliyyah, 2014. — 
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THE REWARD OF THE NUMBER OF SAN 


D PART] Rie a 
A MOUNTAIN CLES 


It has been narrated on the 


Prophet 3% said — 


authority of Hadrat An 


as thar th 


"The one who seeks a portion of knowle 


he may rectify himself or those afte 
3% writes for him reward of the 


particles on a mountain," © 


dge so that 
t him, Allah 
number of sand 


Rectification is a very notable intention for secking knowle 


receive a great lesson from this narration. A lesson which ev 
person should understand and implement. Wh 


dye, We 
cry Single 


y did the Propher 4 


state the intention of recti ying one’s self before the intention of 
rectifying others? The wisdom behind this is that one should always 
look towards himself first when pointing out flaws, Every individual 
must acknowledge his own state first. He must rectify his state before 
he attempts to rectify others’. This concept is clear. IF one is preaching 
about prayer and isn’t performing his own prayers then what hope does 
he have? ‘To bring change one must be the change. We must change 
ourselves before trying to change a whole community. If everyone 
has this mind-set then why will the state of the Muslims not change? 
Indeed it will. 
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SECTION 4 


a UBAYS 
UIVAL 


: that the 
d on the authority of H adrat Anas 
narrate 


said — | 
ee ho seeks knowledge for the pleasure of 
i rit he is like the one who fasts during the 
_ s enalan during the night. Verily a portion 
ada re which a man studies is better for him 
aa cae gold the amount of Mount oe 

which he then spends in the way of Allah 3&. 


Secking the pleasure of Allah 2g in every act of worship . a ru bon 
is because if any form of worship is performed to please ‘ = = 

this will be a minor form of shirk. May Allah 3& Forbid! If an i 
is done to please others then their pleasure will last a while an i en 
it will end. It is Allah gg that shall never end and is the Ever-Living. 
Makkah al-Mukarramah is situated between Mount Aba Qubays and 
Mount Qu'ayqi’an. Even if someone were to donate gold the amount 


4 ‘ ° : * . 7 é yrtion 
of Mount Abu Qubais it will not be equivalent to studying a pe 
of knowledge. 


ee ee 


Razt, Fahy al-Din, al-Tafsty al-Kabir, Beirut, Dar Al-Korob al-limiyyah, 2012. Vol. + po 165" 
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THE MERIT OF KNOWLEDGE 


SECTION 4 
AND SCHOL 


ARS 


SEEKING KNOWLEDGE 


NTATION 
‘ |MPLEMENTA 
HOUT IM 
GE WIT 


kNOWLEDP 
It has been narrated on the 


Prophet 3% said — 


n u ibn! a that the 
thority of Hadrat ibn 'Abbias @& 
authority tH the a , 


"The one who studies 


knowledge 
Allah 3% then he shoul 


for other than 
d make his 


_ * irhout 

secks knowledge — wi 

who secks 
abode in Hell" hy 


the yne : , ww 1ocks 
"Ihe tion then he is like the one who n 

. . “‘nta 

impleme 


4 
his Lord." 





Secking knowledge tor anyone 


other than Allah BY le 
SEEKING KNOWLE 





ads only 


to Hel} 


DGE To BOAST See 


, ich He 3& has hibired. Now the one 
: > affairs which He 3 has pro 
Allah ag and those a 


» commandments of 
knowledge involves understanding the com 
king now 


It has been narrated on the 


authority of Hadrat U 
the Prophet # said — 


2 | \ ' . , ‘ is I i he and hat 
/ as SU \\ 


Scares > has studied, it is as 
‘thereafter, if he is to act against what he has ; sy 
is Wrong. : «< Allah 2 has commande 
houg! he is mocking Allah 2g. He knows Allah 3% has c | hy 
aes ba ‘ ill chooses to neglect them. 
we daily prayers, but he still choc . | 
him co perform five daily pra te Soe See aa 
He knows Allah a@ has ordered him to honour his parents, v my 
, Allah 3& has ordained for 
chooses to dishonour them. He knows that Allah “ ih Aces 
° . ne te -(° = oo . ¢C Stu CNC 
him one pilgrimage in his lifetime, if he is able, but 


‘ 7 
. . . *se ’ nd ; ‘ yckery ° 
disregard it. Now, if this is nor mockery then what is me \ 


to boast about it 
with people then he is in Hel]" % 


this is because his intention is not to please Allah 3% rather i is to 
impress others. 


Ls 


G2 Hindt. ‘Aly al-Din, Kon: al-Ummal. london. Kaye al-Afkety al-Dawliyyah, 20M Vol ip, yoy 


ih 


hy Hind, ‘Aly al-Dim, Kanz 
6y Hindt ‘Ala al-Din, 


&2 


‘ Vol ip. gob 
Vol. 1 p. 1306 al-Ummal, Jordan, Herye al-Afkar al-Dawliyyah, 2014. P 
Aum al-'Ummal, Jordan. Bayt al-Afkar al-Dawliyyah, 20g. Vol 14 
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=a “XRS 


5 r ? “~; 

FORTY INTENTIONS FOR SEEKING Ky 
’ i OWLP 

Tt: | “a 
1. Teach others 2, Recrity myself 3- Guide orh 
© Plescacha Tie | Nas “TS 4. Pleas 
5- Please the | rophet & 6. Gain reward 7 Spread ‘ eine 
<a *.4 Ca . 
Prophet $% 8 Gain closeness to Allah gx i a 
ious Revive ke Aquire th 
pious 10. Revive Islam 2. Save myself trom H 
Hell 13. Serve igi iv ; 
7 ell 13. Serve the religion 14. Revive the te 
Serve the community 16. Displease 


Allah hs 
teachings Of thy 
I] ap, ee Of the 
, “AVE Othe 
Sat: scniigy of the Prede 
cognisance of Allah 319. Act sie oetian a my N 
Invite people towards Islam 21, Answer those 


gratitude 23. Express love for Allah 


rs trom 
“C8sors Is 
ats 18, Gain 
“decessorg 20. 


StiOn 22, F 
“s . Xpress 
Be ox Berns : 2% 24. Express love for the p 
He 25. receive prayers trom people 26. Incite oth d raphe 
, ee ee a CTS towards spol; 
knowledge 27. Increase the number of scholars 28 Refute £ — 
misguidance 29, Stop pe le f ; aes 'alschood an 
f 9. stop people from unlawful practices 30. Encourage the 
ee ee ie + Encourage t 
rightful 31. Reprimand the sinful 32. Answer any objections on | : 
vive "ss . ’ . . . ‘ am 
Elevate the flag of Islam 34- Please your parents 35. Learn the rights : 
‘ : . ot . 7 : 
marital partner to implement them 36. Learn the rights of a neighbour 
to implement them 37. Translate Islamic lireraniee 
“ : 37 slate Islamic literature 38. Author Islamic 
00ks 39. Deliver lectures to the public go. Lead prayer. 


SECTION 5 


NCE OF JURISPRUDENCE AND JURISTS 
INENY* 


ERE THAN A 


EM 
THOUSAND WORSHIPPERS 


MORE SEV 
authority of Hadrat ibn ‘Abbas @ that the 


crated on the 


{has been na 
prophet & said — 
‘One faqih Gurist) is more severe on Satan than a 


n 65 


thousand worshippers. 


Saran greatly struggles to misguide a jurist due to his knowledge. A jurist 
«sable to combat Satan and his comrades as opposed to worshippers. 


The capacitating factor here is none other than knowledge. 


SUSTENANCE FROM WHERE YOU CAN NOT IMAGINE 


Irhas been narrated on the authority of Hadrat ‘Abdullah ibn Juz al- 


dabid & that the Prophet $% said — 


"The one who becomes a fagih of the religion of 
Allah 3, Allah 3% shall be sufficient for him in his 
sorrows and his sustenance, from where he cannot 
even imagine." “ 


W _ n ~ . ° : 
hen a student of knowledge faces trials and tribulations in seeking 
ae then will Allah 3 not grant him anything in return? Surely 
¢ r ‘s a ‘ > . 
will. Allah #@ is so pleased with such people that he cakes cheir 


Be 


65 Bukha 
MN, Muhammad. Sahth al-Bukhart, Cairo, Dar al-Ladith, 2004.Vol.t p. 54 


66 Hin dy ( 
ind ‘Ala al nm, Kanz al-Ummal, Jordan, Bayt al-Afkir al-Dawliyyah, 204 Vol. 1p. 1299 
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sorrows/problems and their sustenance 


“pon Himself HB. He «. 

provides tor them from where one cannot even iMagine 8B then 
NO WORSHIP WITHOUT ju RISPRY DENCE 

lt has been narrated on the authoricy of Hadrat ibn ‘Umar gb 

Prophet $% said — MAC the 


"There is no worship Without jUrisprude 


gathering of jurisprudence is be 
of seventy years." 


Ne, One 
tter than the Worship 


Why is there no worship Without jurisprude 
jurisprudence is the scie 


conditions and the 


nce? ‘The 
nce in which the me 
nullifying factors etc. are 
r to perform prayer correctly 
jurisprudencial rulings. Without its 


make invalidating mistakes, Eve 


reason is tha 
thod of Prayer, the 
discussed. For this 
one must be ; 


reason, in orde ware of igs 
awareness one will unescapably 
n one nullifying/invalidacing factor is 
r. Hence, we understand how imporeant it 
jurisprudence of prayer. ‘This is not limited 
r all forms of worship are alike in te 
conditioning of jurisprudential underst 
is as though there is no worship. We n 
gatherings. Majority 
based if we 
and rey 


enough to invalidate praye 
is to fully acknowledge the 


to only prayer, rathe rms of the 


anding. Worship empty of this 
ced to reform the state of our 
of our gatherings should and must be knowledge 
wish to bring change. Without knowledge people are dead 


ival is only through knowledge, as emphasized previously. 


> a 


SECTION 5 


~ ry a ND 
) BUILDS DURING THE NIGHT A 
WHC 


tHE ONE DESTORYS DURING THE DAY 


| 


Prophet & said — : 
the like of a worshipper who does not know 
LL ¢ 4 , | | ; 
jurisprudence is like che one who builds during che 

} 


. 'S j c day." 


All the efforts go to waste due to a lack of nomen ‘| eH a 
3 wish for our prayers to be accepted we uedien: see a su rn | 
amount of knowledge prior to engaging in worship. We nage oo 
know of the obligatory knowledge. Such a time has come thar way 
few are aware of the obligatory knowledge. The few that are they ane 
now classed as scholars. Someone may object "This way of expression 
usually reads such and such a person does this during the day saseete 
he does something contrary to that during the night. Thereby peng 
his efforts to a waste. So why is it the opposite in the above narration! 
the answer to that is unlike other things (supererogatory) _— 7 
something which people naturally do at night, in the peace rn al 
own homes, For this reason the Prophet # said they will destroy w 


they had built during the night i.e. the worship. 


een nee a 


ol ip. pyoe 
Hinds, ‘Aly 


ug. V 
-Dawliyywh, POaLE 5 
al-Din, Kanz alUmmial, Jordan, Baye al-Afkar al 


THE MERIT OF KNOWLEDGE AND SCHOLARS 


BENEFIT OF THE COMPANY OF SCHOLAg 
SITTING WITH THE SCHOLARS 


Ic has been narrated on the authority of Hadrat ibn ‘Abbas & thu 
: Lac Ae. 


"Siccing with the scholars is worship." “ 
Scholars have been blessed by Allah 3% so much that the 


if Company j 
classed as worship. Pany is 


N.B Sitting with the incencion of learning has not been mentioned 
This shows that merely the sitting holds such a rank. Intention of 


learning will be a bonus. 


MEETING THE PROPHET & 


It has been narrated on the authority of Hadrat Bahz ibn Hakim g 


that che Prophet #& said — 


"The one who meets a scholar, verily he has met me. 
The one who visits a scholar, verily he has visited me. 
The one who sits with che scholars, verily he has sat 
with me and the one who has sat with me, verily he 


has sat with My Lord." 


————_—_— ST 


68 Hinds, ‘Ala al-Din, Kanz al/Ummal, Jordan, Baye al-Afkar al-Dawliyyah, 2014. Vol. 1 p. 1296 


69 Hinds, ‘Ala al-Din, Kanz al/Ummal, Jordan, Bayt al-Afkar al-Dawliyyah, 2014. Vol. p. 130° 
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SECTION 5 


only che scholars have been granted such a status. The reason for this 
“the scholars are the inheritors of the Prophet $8. Undoubtedly 
ey 


t 

is chat a os 1:18 * 53 . 

sicting with Allah 2 isnt referred to physically, Rather: this refers co 
smmense closeness. 


BETTER THAN THE WORSHIP OF ONE YEAR 


ichas been narrated on the authority of Hadrat Aba Hurayrah & chat 


"Listening to one word of religious knowledge is 
better for one than the worship of a year and sitting 
for one moment in a discourse of knowledge is 


'r 7O 


betcer than freeing a slave. 


We do not admire listening to the knowledgeable nor do we admire 
speaking co the knowledgeable. Our conversations consist of 
backbiting, slander and swearing. So how are we ever going to gain 
such reward through our conversations? 


Sat 


Pings, 4] 


a al-Din, kK. . BS 
mz al-'Ummal, Jordan, Baye al-Afkar al-Dawliyyah, 2014. Vola p. 1301 
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THE SCHOLAR WHO DETERS FROM Fivg ay 
TOWARDS FIVE SD CALs 


Shaykh 'Abd al-Qadir al-Jilani g writes that the Prophet # said 
Said — 


ae een mace ‘ . : 
Accompany the scholar who deters from fiye things 
and calls towards five. 


1. Deters from the desire of the world and calls 


cowards asceticism. 


2. Deters from ostentation and calls towards 


sinceri ty. 


3. Deters from arrogance and calls towards 


humbleness. 
4. Deters from laziness and calls towards advising. 


5. Deters from ignorance and calls towards 


knowledge. 


It is obvious chat the scholar who calls cowards love of the world can 
never call towards asceticism rightfully. For this reason we should 
distance ourselves from such scholars. 


“3 i 5 
As for a scholar who is ostentatious then his knowledge shall ne 


benefit him. Separation from such scholars is necessary. 


9 0 


SECTION 5 


possessing knowledge of all the harms of arrogance, if'a scholar 


Despite : Pc Ba 

| docs not resist then he is leading his way to the Hellfire along 
st bel . . . . , . 

ich all chose that follow him in his traits. We need our scholars to be 
W : 


humble, not arrogant. 


if scholars are going to be lazy chen who do we expect to undertake the 
work of the Din? It is only he who is capable of serving the Din. If he 
lacks then there will be a lack in the religion. For this reason we should 
distance ourselves from such scholars. Those individuals who are able 
ro change such a scholar they should try. 


scholars are the ones who stand for knowledge. Looking at a scholar 
reminds you of knowledge and creates a desire in one’s heart for 
secking knowledge. Now, if the scholar himself speaks and acts against 
what he claims to stand for then this wil] ironically deter people from 


knowledge. 


Overall, we understand that not all scholars are worthy of being 
followed for che purpose of absolute religious guidance. ‘There will 
be some which we should refrain from. One must be cautious as to 
where one takes guidance and instructions from. If there are evil traits 
manifest upon the so-called scholar, such as those who are mentioned 
here then one must be cautious at the very least and may ultimately 


have to leave the company of such a person immediately. 
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THE EXCELLENCE OF TEACHING AND WRyy 
INc 
THE IMMENSE REWARDS GRANTED TO THE T 


E 
OF KNOWLEDGE “CHER 


It has been narrated on the authority of | ladrat Mu'adh ib A é 
~ 7 . n . a 
) Nas 


"he teacher of knowledge gains the reward of every 
individual who acts upon the knowledge, without 


any deduction from the doer." 7 


One may be forgiven for assuming that learning sacred knowledge te 


the greatest form of worship we are able to engage in. However, we 
see that teaching and propagating knowledge after seeking it holds 3 
much loftier rank. ‘The one who preaches, not only is he rewarded for 
preaching but he also gets the reward of every single person who acted 
upon that piece of knowledge. ‘This is without any deduction from 
the reward gained by the implementor. For example, if one receives 
hundred rewards for sending salutations upon the Messenger # and 
cwenty do so. Then the preacher will receive his own reward plus two 
thousand whilst each person still receives his hundred rewards. From 
this we understand that indeed there is no scarcity in the treasures of 
iful. 


Allah 3%. Undoubtedly, he is the Most Merciful 


SS 


a1 Hindi, ‘Ala al-Din, Kanz al-“Ummial, Jordan, Baye al-Afkar al-Darwliyyah, 2014 Vol. 1p. 1294 
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SECTION G6 


HOLARIS BETTER THAN A THOUSAND WORSHIPPERS 
ASC 


has been narrated on the authority of Hadrat ‘Ali @& thar — 
|r nas 


"\ scholar from whom benefit is taken is better than 

a thousand worshippers.” ” 
Worshipper tefers to those whose worship is accepted. This is because 
worship is only of benefit once accepted. The wisdom behind the 
sbove narration is that a worshipper only benefits himself through his 
worship. On the other hand, a scholar benefits himself, saves himself 
fom the Hellfire, as well as saving others. As for the worshipper whose 
worship is not accepted then he does not benefit himself nor does he 


benefit others. 


THE BEST FORM OF CHARITY 


Ithas been narrated on the authority of Hadrat Samurah & that — 


"People do not give charity better than (charity 
cowards) spreading knowledge." 7 


Someone may object “Why is giving charity towards spreading 
knowledge better? There are people dying from hunger, thirst and a 


lack of shelter in the world. This should be a greater form of charity.” 


nr iceatied 


mH J : 
Hinds ‘Ala al-Din, Kanz alt mmal, Jordan, Baye al-Afkar al-Dawliyyah, 2014. Vol. 1p. 1295 
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The answer would be that ir js known, even by the common folk 
once one possesses the required amount of Wealth zakah 1... 
obligatory. Now, if everyone paid their due zakah then the 
world would be a loc different. Why do w 


hunger, thirst ete. daily? Why are there pe 


STALE Of the 


dying trom 
ople in the world Without 
adequate shelter? Why are there families without basic 


This is because people are not paying their zakah corre 
reason giving charity towards spreading knowledge is better When 
people are educated about the importance of zakah, they are informed 
about the reward of giving zakah and the punishme 
and when people fully acknowledge this then they 


NCCESsities? 
ctly. For this 


nt of not doing so 
will give zakah, 


4 


SECTION 7 


; 2 PON THEIR 
¢ WHO FAIL TO ACT U 
SCHOLAR KNOWLEDGE 


WHO IS A SCHOLAR? 


has been narrated on the authority of Hadrat ‘Ubadah ibn Samir & 
Ir has ' 


that — 


"Q scholar is one who acts upon his knowledge, 


though it may be limited." 


This means that those that do not act upon knowledge are only scholars 
by name. In reality, chey are not scholars. 


Mulla ‘Ali al-Qari & writes — 


“Verily those that do not act upon their knowledge 
are not scholars.” 


The above narration teaches us that although you may have a small 


amount of knowledge if you act upon whatever little you have then 


this is much more beneficial for you than having a lot of knowledge 


without any implementation. 
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THOSE WHO FACE THE MOST SEVERE PUNISHMEN 
SHMENy 


It has been narrated on the auchority of Hadrat Aba Hurayrah % th 
: lt JAN Be that 


La . ae 2S E .- ‘ 
[he greatest of people in terms of punishment 
on the Day of Judgement will be a scholar whose 


knowledge did noc benefit him." # 


A scholar can benefit hundreds of people through his knowledge 
However, until he does not benefit himself (implement) then he will 
still be liable and worthy of punishment. ‘This is because knowledge is 


somethin g which should benefit the possessor betore anyone. 


THE LIKE OF A LANTERN 


[It has been narrated on the authority of Hadrat Jundub & that— 
"The like of a scholar who teaches the people ee 
imselt is like 
*s act upon his knowledge himself is 
and does not act ape : ‘ A tse’ 
a lantern which enlightens people but 9Urm™ 


7> 


vad Hab a ol i f- wt 
rl-Afkatr aal-d duwliyyah, 204 Vol. 1 f 


74 Hinds, ‘Ala al-Din, Kanz al-Ummuil, Jordan, Bayt « 
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Such a scholar aids and avails others whilst harming himself. In a 
Quranic verse we have been ordered to protect ourselves first from 
the hellfire, then our families and then others. So, if'a scholar does not 
wail himself and protects his/her family then he has acted against this 


verse. 


AN INCIDENT FROM THE NIGHT OF THE ASCENSION 


It has been narrated on the authoriry of Hadrat Anas & that the 


Propher #% said — 


"On the night of ascension I saw people whose lips 
were being cut with scissors of fire. | asked “Who 
are they O' Jibrail?” He said, “They are preachers 
from your nation that would command the people 
with good and would not act upon their knowledge 
themselves,” ” 


This is » 4 v 
= : “vere warning for those scholars that do not act upon the 
OWilc ‘ , ee . . > 
ge they preach. What use is preaching when your own ears fall 


deaf , 

u oO ? F > ie bd . . 

7 a N it? This is major deprivation. No one but the scholar himself 
ame, 


Re 


6 Tay; 
a, Walt al Dy ’ 
" Mishkat al-Masabth, Beirut, Dar Al-Kotob al-'Itmiyyuh , 2012. Vol 2p. 240 
e ’ O48 am . . Lge 
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THE IGNORANT SCHOLAR sCHIEVOUS AND WORLDY SCHOLARS 


MI 
Mulla ‘Ali al-Qari g& writes — MISCHIEVOUS SCHOLARS 
"Knowledge of the religion creates C : re 
: ib | , cligion creates God-Wariness been narraced on the authority ot Hadrat Aisha B thar the 
trom which picty is attained and this is the reaso Ir has bee 
. ‘ son  #% said — 
tor the greatness of a scholar. Therefore the on proper 
¢ 


whose knowledge is unlike this then he is like an "The calamicy for knowledge is forgettulness and its 
ignorant person. Rather, he is an ignorant person." wastage is chat you teach ic co those unworthy of it.” 


77 


The above narration clearly states that only chose who implement ¢h 


knowledge they possess are worthy of being called a scholay Heng 
. X. 


chavkh ‘Abd al-Haq al-Muhadith al-Dehlawi & wrires — 


those that fail to utilize their knowledge to better themselves then they = ; ; 6 Be is 
are no better than the ignorant. "In reality in this hadith there is an indication 
cowards the face that you should abstain from 
THE ONE WHO FEARS ALLAH 3& those things that cause torgettulness of knowledge 
ic. committing sins and being preoccupied with 

Imam Sha’bi & writes — wociddby ixcione.” 


"Verily one who fears Allah 3 is cruly a scholar,” 
wih Wei a ee is eruly a scholar Just as Imam Shaf’i states — 


One of the greatest intentions for secking knowledge is to gain the fear "| complained to Waki’ about weak memory. So he 
of Allah 38. Now, if'a scholar falls short, hence, is unable to gain the advised me to retrain from sins. For verily knowledge 
fear of Allah 3 then he is not worthy of being called a scholar. is a bounty of The Almighty and the bouncy of Allah 


3$ is not given to a wrongdoer." 


ee eee 
7 Tabrizt, Waly al-Din, Mishkar al-Masabth, Beiruc, Dar Al-Kotob al-‘Ilmiyyah , 2012. Vol. 1 p. 69 
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It has been narrated chat teaching knowledge to someone who ; 
unworthy of it is like adorning a swine with jewellery, Just as how 
swine is not worthy of being adorned with jewellery. Similarly. those 
unworthy should not be adorned with the jewels of knowledge. Indeed 


. 


the jewels of knowledge are far greater than any jewellery of this World 


It has been narrated on the auchority of Hadrat Ahwas ibn Hakim & 
chat the Prophet 4% said — 


"Behold! The most mischievous of the mischievous 
are mischievous scholars and the best of the best are 


the pious scholars." 


In light of the above narration we see thac the best of people are from 
the category of scholars. However, not only this but the worst of 
people are also from the category of the scholars. This is because a good 
scholar is capable of benefitting people more than anyone else. As for 
a mischievous scholar, he is capable of destroying and harming people 
more than anyone else. The greatest harm people can incur is the loss 
of faith. This is exactly what the mischievous scholars are suited for, In 


nee, it is clear that we are not obliged to follow all scholars. 


conseque 
char we should 


Some individuals who hold perennial ideologies believe 
respect all che scholars and should not decipher berween them. 
mischievous and 


To them we sav that when clear distinction between 
chen who 


pious scholars has been made in the prophetic TT ee cad leret 

. “ © . . - AC led te é : tO . C 
are you to lift this distinction? The distinction has been a r not 
‘et sc sifive yy why should we 
from the mischievous and call cowards the pious. 50 hy s 


act accordingly? 
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DISCOURTESY TOWARDS A SCHOLAR 


DISRESPECITNG A SCHOLAR 


"The one who disrespects a scholar, verily he has 

disrespected knowledge and the one who has 

disrespected knowledge, verily he has disrespected 

the Prophet #5 and the one who has disrespected 

the Prophet #, verily he has disrespected Jibril x2 

and the one who has disrespected Jibrail #2, he has 

verily disrespected Allah 3% and the one who has 

disrespected Allah 3, Allah 3& shall dishonour 

him on the Day of Judgement."” 
Disrespecting a scholar is like disrespecting knowledge because a 
scholar stands for knowledge. When “scholar” is mentioned, knowledge 
comes to mind. Disrespecting knowledge is like disrespecting the 
Prophet #% because the Messenger of Allah 3 preached knowledge all 
his life and emphasized its importance. The knowledge we have today 
is through the blessings of the Propher $8. Disrespecting the Prophet 
Sis like disrespecting Hadrat Jibrail x because Hadrat Jibrail <2 is 
the One who delivered the essence and the PIVOt of all knowledge (The 


Holy Qur'an) to the Prophet #. 


aa 


r Rist Fakh : 
r al-Din, al-lafsir al-Kabir, Beirut, Dar Al-Kotob al-'ilmiyyah, 2012. Voli p. 174 
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Disrespecting Eladrat Jibrail 38 is like disrespecting Allah 
Hadrat Jibrail @ is the highest ranking Angel cre 
Insulting the most distinguished invention of soy 


FE hee 


ated YY All he 


insulting the inventor. It is obvious that the one Who disre Tee 
C 


a in this world, Allah 3% shall dishonour and humiliar SPecets Allah 
¢ 


hereatter. "im in the 
THE DOMINION OF ALLAH o& 
It has been narrated on the authority of Hadrat Aba Dhar & that 
"A scholar is Allah's 3& dominion in the world. So, 


the one who finds faults in him, verily he shall be 
annihilated." ” 


Again this is because he is indirectly finding faults in Allah gy, 


Allah B& is tree trom all faults. Whilst 


THE DESTRUCTION OF FAITH 


Imam Fakhr al-Din al-Razi & writes — 


"The one who deems a scholar lowly has destroyed 


his faich." © 
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.< found in the issue of disrespecting scholars. One will 
thac his faith has been ceased. Therefore, itis incumbent 
ry ial to abstain from speaking ill of the scholars. 
he scholar is at fault or not, the lay people should refrain 
sing and pointing fingers at the scholars, If in the case the 
fault then it is the responsibility of other scholars to rectify 
avery polite manner. The public in no circumstance are 
n themselves. 


FEAR OF DISBELIEF 


Ja Hadrat {mam Ahmad Rida g& writes — 
A 


"There is a fear of disbelief for one who has hatred 
for a scholar without any reason; even if he does not 


disrespect (him)." 


fore, we understand that scholars are not like us. The; 


There ir rank is 
much loftier than ours. One should respect and revere a scholar more 


than his parents. This is because the rank of a scholar (teache 
greater than that of the parents, 


r) is 


10% 
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DISEASED HEART 


A'la Hadrat Imam Ahmad Rida & further writes — 


"If one speaks ill of a scholar for the sake of him 
being a scholar he is undoubtedly and explicitly 4 
disbeliever. However, if one believes that respecting 
him (scholar) is obligatory due to his knowledge but 
still speaks ill of him, swears at him and humiliates 
him due to personal grudges then he is a severe 
transgressor and an immoral person. If he has a 
grudge without any reason then he has a diseased 
heart and is inwardly wicked and there is a chance 
of his disbelief. In conclusion, the one who has 
hatred for a scholar without any apparent cause 
then for him there is a fear of disbelief. Minah al- 
Rawd al-Azhar states "The apparent is that he has 
disbelieved." 


The above extract is clear. Whether there is a reason or not one should 
not speak ill or have a grudge against a scholar. In the case were there 
is a “justifiable” cause then even in this circumstance one should give 
preference to the Islamic law, refrain from disrespecting a scholar, 
thereby saving one's self from punishment. In return one will be 


rewarded for subduing his desire co express his feelings. 
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LOWERING IN HELL 


has been stated in Tanwir al-Absar char Allah ag said — 
Jt 


7 95,93 ss? 


2 Wed 75s -s7 % } 
ial is! Cogs Me ET Ssh hy 


“ 


«allah 3 will raise the believers among you 


and those given knowledge, to high ranks,” 
(Qur'an: 58:11) 


iser is Allah 34. Therefore the one who lowers (disrespects) him 


bee | lower him in hell. 


Allah a shal 
i js che Almi ghty 3 who has elevated the starion of the scholars. Who 
are we co denigrate them? Certainly we are in no position to act in 
uch a manner. As for those unfortunate individuals who choose to do 
so then they should beware of the punishment they shall receive. 


REFERENCE TO A SCHOLAR AS ‘UWAYLIM 


ichas been stated in Majma' al-Anhur — 


oF 


"The one who refers to a scholar as ekse (small 


a derogatory sense, verily he has 


scholar) in 


disbelieved." 


The above narration solidifies the fact that even the slightest forms of 
disrespect can take one out of the folds of Islam. 
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POISON 


A'la Hadrat Imam Ahmad Rida & writes — 


"Ic is haram to pick out faules in scholars and to lay 
accusations upon them. Due to this if one distances 
himself from a religious leader and refrains trom 
asking questions then this is like poison for him." 
Scholars are humans. All humans err. Therefore scholars ery Th 
analogy is simple. Even the weakest of minds can acknowledge a 
Why should we overlook all our defects and start pointing out au 
shortcomings of a scholar? Only the Prophets 2 and the Angels are 
Ma’sim (free from sin). Therefore, even if we do see a scholar slip then 
we must give him the benefit of the doubt. Now, we see some individuals 
who distance themselves from such scholars and are reluctant to ask 
them questions. With regards to such individuals A'la Hadrat Imam 
Ahmad Rida & mentions that this is like poison for them. ‘This means 


that doing so is causing harm to one's self and is depriving one's self 


from knowledge. 
DISRESPECTING A SCHOLAR WITHOUT ANY REASON 
Sadr al-Shari’ah ‘Allamah Amjad ‘Ali al-A’zami g& writes — 


"Disrespecting knowledge and scholars without any 
reason, i.c, merely because a scholar is a scholar of 


the religion, is disbelief.” 
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ubedly, this is the sign of a deceased heart. When a grudge 


sc is ft Wit 
hout a cause is frowned upon the p 


n what must be the case 


S pure as knowledge and 


Undo ; 
py people Wi" 7 

“someone who has a grudge with something a 
0 - 


sone as highly ranked as a scholar? 
som 


107 


THE MERIT OF KNOWLEDGE AND SCHOLARS 


THE ILLITERATE MUFTI 
ALLAH 34 KNOWS BEST 


° 2 - . » * - eur i P i '/ i. 

. been narrated on the authority of Hadrat ‘Abdullah ibn Masia 
"O' people, those thar have knowledge of something 
should express it. As for those who do not know they 
should say "Allah 34 knows best", For verily saying 
"Allah 3g knows best" when you do not is a part of 
knowledge." ss 

‘The first part of this narration is aimed at those scholars that possess 

knowledge yet fail co express it, they do not propagate it. This can be for 

and not wanting others 


many reasons; fear of people, fear of ourcome 
will be questioned 


to benefit. All these reasons are blameworthy. One 
for not speaking out when people were in need of guidance due to their 
ignorance. As for the second part, this is in relation to those scholars 
ioned but they are unaware 
cople. When 
"Allah 3 
dye and 


or even lay people nowadays that are quest 
a priceless piece of advice for such p 
answer then he should simply say 
o use his current knowle 
do. As for che lay people 


cir own 


of the answer. ‘This is 
one is oblivious of the 
knows best". He should not attempt ¢ 
try guess the answer, something a scholar may 
who do not possess any knowledge, they will ery 
intellect. In both cases they will be placing themselves in 


guess using th 
harm. 





8) Tubrizt, Walt al-Din, Mishkac al-Masabth, Beirur, Dar Al-Kotob al-Ilmiyyah _ gota, Vol. 1p 7° 
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SECTION 10 


This s because giving a wrong answer will be classed as claim; 

something 10 be part of the religion which is not. No r ws 
harm himself, he will also harm the questioner. ihe ai on , will one 
and begins to act according to the incorrect ruling beng : c wane 
then the answerer is to blame. Unfortunately, we live in ‘ade eo 
people perceive it as depreciating to say ‘Saree, cin 76 . ere 
the other hand, we sce our predecessors, who were all now. On 
of knowledge, they were so humble that upon occasion loonie 
direct che questioner to someone greater than themselves ia wou d 
humility. Nowadays, everyone thinks they are the seis ee 
status. ‘There is nobody more knowledgeable than chemsel . ony 
is what has led to countless problems in our midst. If aes _ 
to know that saying "Allah 3% knows best" when _ d y we were 
part of knowledge. If only we were to know the seats : a = me 
something to be from the religion which is not. If only ; . ca dean 
such courage in other, praiseworthy acts. y we would show 


PEOPLE ARE OF FOUR TYPES 
Imam Fakhr al-Din al-Razi & writes — 


"Deaante ff 
People are of four types — 


tSomeone w 
' = who has knowledge and knows he has 
nowledge. ‘This is ( 

edge. This is a scholar; so follow him. 


2.5omeone 
¢ who has knowled 

‘ edge but does not know 
he has knowled -_ 


we ‘This ~e j —laa 
hii § is person is asleep; so awaken 


109 


THE MERIT OF KNOWLEDGE AND SCHOLARS 


3.Someone who does not have knowledge and he 
knows that he does not have knowledge. This person 


needs guidance; so guide him. 


4.Someone who does not have knowledge but he 
does not know that he does not have knowledge. 


a . * . 2 . 8S 
[his is Satan; so stay away from him." = 


‘The first is a scholar so he will benefit you. ‘The second is a scholar but 
he does not know he is scholar. The job of awakening such a person 
thar of another scholar. Rather, the public can also 
d greatly. The chird is 


In chis case the job of 


is not necessarily 
take this upon themselves; they will be rewarde 
an ignorant person that knows of his ignorance. 
nly of the scholars. ‘This is because if an ignorant person 
lead to an increase in 
‘upon such a 
eek guidance 


guiding is o 
guides another ignorant then this will only 
ignorance, not knowledge. Additionally, it is necessary 


company of the scholars, in order tos 


person to adopt the 
cep our distances 


from them. Finally, che fourth is Sacan. We must all k 
from such people. They are destroying themselves and have che 


porential to destroy all those that accompany them. 





82 Razi, Fakhr al-Din, al-Tafstr al-Kabir, Beirut, Dar Al-Kotob al-‘Ilmtyyah, 2012. Vol. 1p. 17° 
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SECTION 41 
MISCELLANEOUS 


BE ONE OF FOUR, NOT THE FIETH 


It has been narrated on the authority of 
ity of Hadrat Aba RB 
; tac akr & that the 


Prophet $8 said — 


NE) carn - 
Rise a scholar or a student or a listener or a 


and do not be the fifth, as you shall perish," 3 


lover 


In this narration we have been commanded to become a scholar. If 

is unable to become a scholar chen he should become a ‘ a — 

‘ unable co become a student then he should sm * e Aceon 

listens to the scholars. If one cannot do this then he ite “abr a 
ave 


C f 
c 18 * 


That j k | d ’ \ S 7 : ) ) : | rs : : no W c 
1S now y : , | 


hot make this the pjy 
s the Pivot they are placing themselves in harms way 


ee 


4 : 
Hinds 1) 
4 al-Din x 
» Adin gl-T) 
il Ummal, Jordan, Baye al-Afkar al-Dawliyyah, 2014. Vol 1p. 1295 
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THE ELDERS ARE A MEANS OF BLESSINGS 


It has been narrated on the authority of Hadrat ibn 'Abbas & thar — 


"Blessings are with your elders, the people of 


knowledge.” of 


From this we understand that it is highly important to respect our 
elders. We should sit with them and benefit from their knowledge. This 
does not only refer to religious knowledge but worldly too. Our elders 
have had experience of the world. They have learnt lessons from life. 
‘They are aware of the positives and negatives of actions. ‘Therefore, 
one should sit with them and make use of their knowledge before it 


ate. We also learn thar blessings are wich you for as long as 


is too | 
for those that have distanced 


you maintain ties with your elders. As 
themselves from their elders chen their lives are empty of blessings. 
In today’s day and age we see this a lot. People abandon their parents/ 
grandparents. This is one of the greatest blessings co deprive yourself 
of. People only realise the magnitude of this blessing after it is coo late. 





&4 Hinds, ‘Ala al-Din, Kanz al-'Ummal, Jordan, Bayt al-Afkar al-Dawliyyah, 2014. Vol. 1p. BS 
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THE REFORMATION AND CORRUPTION OF Two 
4 . C e 


OF PEOPLE PULRS 


(thas been narrated on the authority of Hadrat ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abl 
: iin. , nN AADbas 


g& that — 


"When two groups of people are reformed then all] 
the people are reformed and when they are corrupt 
all the people are corrupt. The scholars and the 


leaders." © 


When a scholar is reformed, he will propagate religion rightfully and 
will benefit che people. He will have a positive effect on an 2 - 
holds a high post amongst them. As for a leader who is oo het 
capable of reforming the people through his wisdom and power A 


Now if these very people are to go astray and become corrupt then what 

hope do the people have? ‘These are the ones the people would look up 

P Hence, if che people become corrupt and stop practising then ioe 

. ela " ey From this we understand that scholars and 

Cede be ‘ vg evel of authority and responsibility, For this 

oan ave 7 sceganted not only for themselves but for all those 
cir authority. 


ri 


Aly al-[j 7 
n, K, = af } 
inz al-Ummal, Jordan, Bayt al-Afkar al-Dawliyyah, 2014. Vol. 1p. 1304 
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HALF OF KNOWLEDGE 


It has been narrated on the authority of Hadrat ibn 'Umar @ thar — 


"A good question is half of knowledge." 


The purpose of this is to encourage people cowards asking questions 
and increasing their knowledge. If someone is unaware of something 
then he should ask. Holding back from asking will only result in bad 
We should never be shy to ask anything. Some people think thar 
asking a scholar about issues such as marital relationships is something 
inappropriate. However, this is not the case. Such topics are discussed 
in books of jurisprudence. Muslims have been given guidelines in terms 


of such issues. So why should one shy away from asking? 


JURISPRUDENCE AND MYSTICISM 


Imam Malik & said — 


"The one who studies jurisprudence and does not 
study mysticism, verily he has transgressed. ‘The 
one who studies mysticism and does not study 
jurisprudence, verily he has become a disbeliever. 
‘The one who combines both, indeed he is on the 


correct path." 





86 Hindt, ‘Ala al-Din, Kanz al-'Ummal, Jordan, Baye al-Afkar al-Dawliyyah, 2org. Vol. 1 p. 1344 
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studying jurisprudence will make you aware 


\jerely ; of the rulings 

aining © worship. However, the true essence of worship can 
sy be attained through mysticism. Hence, a Person who studies 
‘ ‘ 


srisprudence without mysticism is referred to as 4 transgressor, as his 
spparent will suggest he possess the true essence of worship, but in 
ality he does not possess, but the rulings related to Worship. As for 
‘he one who studies mysticism and does not study jurisprudence then 
he has committed disbelief. Why is the ruling of one so se 
eqson for that is because when one is oblivious of the 
jurisprudence he is also oblivious of which 


vere? ‘The 
knowledge of 
i actions are impermissible 
and which accions entail disbelicf. Now, the one who is negligent and 
heedless of jurisprudence he will unknowingly commit such acts which 
will lead him to harm’s way. Ic is a universal concept in Islam that 
everything should be done in a moderate manner, We identify a lesson 
of moderateness in this aspect too. We have not bee 


solely study jurisprudence nor have we been orde 


n commanded to 


red to exclusively 
sudy mysticism. What we have been instructed to do is to strike a 


balance between the two. We have been directed to study both in 


moderate proportions. The one who does this he is in the sate zone and 
on the correct path. 


THE MERIT OF KNOWLEDGE AND SCHOLARS SECTION 44 


DECORATION OF THE GARDEN OF THE WoRLp The goal of Iblis is to ruin and destroy the decorations of the garden 
the way he ruins the decoration using the knowledge of scholars is by 


placing envy in their hearts. When scholars become envious they cease 
fom acting for the sake of Allah 2% and begin to act for the sake of 
fame and out of jealousy. This leads to their destruction, He incites 


Imam Fakhr al-Din al-Razi & writes — 


"The world is a garden which is decorated using five 


things — essi injusti ca 
leaders cowards oppression and injustice. This ruins their kingdoms 

” : -reates Navoce « rs : : ff is 
1. The knowledge of the scholars, and — havoc ee we people. His tactic for des troying the 
worship of the worshippers is by placing ostentation in their hearts 


When worshippers become ostentatious they begin to worship to pleas 
; case 


others. This is classed as minor shirk (polytheism). As for those trader 
e . . iy ; c s 
that exercise loyalty in their businesses 


2. The justice of the leaders. 


3. The worship of the worshippers. he ruins them bv provoking 
° . 


them towards dishonesty. Some then deceive the customers to say 
save a 


4. The loyalty of the traders. few pennies which leads to their elimination. Finally those individual 
, , = ~peyryslar 4 . | “ ‘ 
| . who would sincerely advise others he places deception in their he 
5. Ihe advice of the professionals. Now, instead of giving sine Ci exes 
: m = g : g rin and beneficial advice, those individuals 
IN CO Geceive Orhers by direcri . 
g ' directing them towards harm and causes of 


Therefore, Iblis upholds five types of flags besides Looe 


each of these — 


_ 


The flag of envy besides knowledge. 
2. ‘The flag of oppression besides justice. 


Thess ‘ostentation besides worship. ‘ 
Ihe flag of ostentacion besi p ahHww 


we 


4. Ihe flag of dishonesty besides loyalty. 


> ' , » 87 
5. The flag of deception besides advice." 
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